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SA Members our next meeting is on the 3rd Friday of the Month at the Lutheran
Church Hall 57-59 Botting Street (Corner of Osborne St) Albert Park SA. The hall can be
entered from Botting Street. For those members who will be displaying items there is also car parking for
approximately 13 vehicles in the rear carpark off Osborne street), for members and visitors who are not
putting on a display there is plenty of street parking.

2022/23 SUBSCRIPTION DUE BY THE 30TH of JUNE
Please pay your subscription renewal for the 2022/23 Financial Year by the 30th of June 2022. The preferred
method of payment is by Direct Bank Payment or PayPal as below, using the following information.
Subscription fees for 2022/23
South Australian Resident Member $40
South Australian Resident Family membership (includes 2 voting members) $50
SA members living more than 200 km from Adelaide, Interstate and Overseas Members $25
Bank Transfer Australian Residents
Payees Account name: HERITAGE ARMS SOCIETY OF SA.
BANK SA
BSB No: 105-022
Account No: 110493840
Description: To include in order of priority: Name Subs
Year

Bank Transfer Overseas
Payees Account name: HERITAGE ARMS SOCIETY OF SA.
Bank Name: BANK SA
Bank Address: 97 King William Street Adelaide SA 5000
BSB No: 105-022
Iban = Account No: 110493840
Bank Swift code: SGBLAU25
Description: To include in order of priority: Name Subs
Year

Example only: F. Jones Subs 2022 or if long surname: F. Jones-Smith Sub
The priority is your name, so we know who has paid.
PayPal Email address: heritage.arms.society@gmail.com

Australian Personal Cheques to: The Secretary Heritage Arms Society Inc. Cathey Brimage 32 Teakle Street
Exeter 5019. Unfortunately, our bank will not accept foreign cheques, please send a money orders in
Australian Currency.
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Contents of this publication are Copyright and belong to the Heritage Arms Society of South Australia
Incorporated. If you wish to reproduce or copy any item, please obtain permission from the above Society.
Items submitted for publication need to have the author and reference (s) or source quoted. This publication
is proofread and edited each month by Heritage Member Cathey Brimage. Any errors are intentional and
designed to test the reader.
The Association Email Address is: heritage.arms.society@gmail.com
Webpage: https://heritagearmssa.com/

Membership Applications
Nominee: John Carter
Interests: British Naval Swords,
Swords, Cutlasses, Dirks, Flintlock
Firearms, Flasks, Uniforms,
Badges etc
Location: New Zealand
Nominee: Jon Gregg
Interests: Militaria
Location: Trott Park SA
Nominee: Andrew Garcia
Interests: Antique Arms and
Armour
Location: Florida
Helmet Lobster Harquebusier-c1625
London

Any member having objection to membership being granted to the above applicants should give reasons in
writing, in confidence and without prejudice, to the Secretary, c/- 32 Teakle Street, Exeter, within 21 days of
this meeting. South Australian applicants that do not have a current firearms or firearms collectors’ licence
will require a fit and proper person check from SAPOL.

Up and Coming Events – State of the Nation
2022
9-10 July

16-17 July
10-11 September

The Eureka Arms & Militaria Fair will be held in Mount Rowan, VIC. This Mount
Rowan gun show is held at Ballarat Equestrian Centre and hosted by Ballarat Arms
and Militaria Collectors Society. All federal and local firearm ordinances and laws
must be obeyed. Phone: (353) 424-433
Email: baamcs@activ8.net.au
http://www.ballaratarms.com.au/
SE Qld. Arms Fair, Reid Pavilion RNA Showgrounds, Brisbane
www.queenslandarmsfair.com Paul Brush 0412 562 252
The Big Show, Showgrounds, Glendale Rd., Toowoomba Danny Watson 0407 643 776
or 07 4637 0536 www.cmmilitaryantiques.com

If you are aware of any other Historical, Arms or Militaria fairs or events and/or cancellations
please send them through with location and contact details to add to the calendar.

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 3

SA Member June Displays

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 4

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 5

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 6

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 7

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 8

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 9

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 10

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 11

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 12

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 13

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 14

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 15

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 16

Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 17

Two French Swords – HAS Member Eric Estlin
The first is a rare French First Empire sabre for an Officer of the Chasseurs a Cheval of the Imperial Guard
Circa 1805. The Sword has a 33 ½” curved blade, with false edge leading to a clipped-back point. Blade has a
full length broad, shallow fuller and a slender fuller along the back edge on each side. The back edge is
inscribed "Chasseur a cheval de la garde imperial". Both sides of blade are engraved with ovals containing
crowned eagles together with neoclassical foliage and trophies.
Hilt is of brass, D shaped, with knuckle guard leading into a lion's head pommel. Two lozenge shaped langets
show a crowned head on the front and plain to the reverse. The knuckle guard is finished with a downward
facing quillon ending in a cast acanthus-leafed finial. Grip is leather covered bound by brass wire. The
substantial brass scabbard is profusely decorated and has a crown and eagle attached on the outer face
between the two sling rings.

Photography Cathey Brimage
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Chasseurs à Cheval de La Garde Impériale
The Mounted Chasseurs of the Imperial Guard (French: Chasseurs à Cheval de La Garde Impériale)
constituted a light cavalry regiment in the Consular, then Imperial Guard during the French Consulate and
First French Empire respectively. They were the second senior "Old Guard" cavalry regiment of the Imperial
Guard, after the Grenadiers à Cheval. The regiment had its origins in the Guides raised by General Bonaparte
during his Italian Campaign of 1796. It was the Chasseurs that usually provided personal escort to Napoleon,
and he often wore the uniform of the regiment in recognition of this service. The regiment was not only
known for its lavish uniform, but its combat history as well.
Mounted Chasseurs of the Imperial Guard - Chasseurs à Cheval de La Garde Impériale
Active
Country
Branch
Type
Size
Part of
HQ & Dépôt
Nickname(s)
Engagements

Notable Commanders
Commanders

1800 – 1814/1815
French Consulate to 1804
French Empire
French Imperial Army
Light cavalry
Largest at 2 regiments
Imperial Guard
École Militaire in Paris
The Invincibles
The Pet Children
Marengo, Ulm, Austerlitz, Eylau, Friedland, Eckmühl, Wagram, Smolensk,
Borodino, Maloyaroslavets, Dresden, Leipzig, Hanau, Château-Thierry,
Craonne, Waterloo
Eugène de Beauharnais
Nicolas Dahlmann (second-in-command)
Claude Étienne Guyot (second-in-command)
Charles, comte Lefebvre-Desnouettes
Charles Lallemand (second-in-command)

Service history
When at the end of August 1799 Bonaparte left Egypt to return to France, he took with him a detachment of
180 Guides à cheval and 125 Guides à pied. The men chosen were the most devoted veterans from each
company. Soon after the coup d'état of 18 Brumaire the Guides, who had stayed in the south of France, were
summoned to Paris, and quartered in the Caserne de Babylone. A decree of 28 November reorganized the
Garde du Directoire as the Garde des Consuls, but it makes no mention of the Chasseurs.
By a decree of 3 January 1800, a company of Chasseurs à cheval was created. Its commanding officer was
Napoleon's stepson, captain Eugène de Beauharnais, who was promoted major on 5 March. The strength
was 4 officers and 113 men, the latter being chosen from the Guides who had returned from Egypt, and 112
were veterans of the Italian Campaign of 1796. The cavalry of the Garde Consulaire, two squadrons of
Grenadiers à Cheval and the company of chasseurs, was commanded by Chef de brigade Jean-Baptiste
Bessières. In May the company left Paris for Italy. It crossed the Great St Bernard Pass and was heavily
engaged at the battle of Marengo (14 June) losing 70 out of its 115 horses. At the end of the campaign the
corps returned to Paris. By a consular decree of 8 September, it was augmented, becoming a squadron of
two companies (troops) and 234 men.
By a decree of 6 August 1801, the corps was increased to a headquarters and two squadrons. The staff was:
1 chef d'escadron, 1 adjudant-major, 2 porte-étendard, 1 brigadier-trompette, and 4 maîtres-ouvriers. At the
end of September, the remainder of the Guides got back from Egypt and were merged into the corps. By a
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decree of 14 November, the chasseurs became a regiment. In theory the commanding officer was to be a
Chef de brigade, but in fact Bonaparte retained Chef d'escadron Beauharnais in command.

Chasseur à Cheval of the Imperial Guard

General Nicolas Dahlmann who died at the battle
of Eylau, leading the Chasseurs of the Guard.

By decree of 8 March 1802 the Headquarters was
increased. It now included four standard-bearers, a
trumpet major, two trumpet corporals and a Timbalier
(kettledrummer). By decree of 1 October the regiment
was increased to four squadrons, with a total strength of
56 officers and 959 men. Beauharnais was promoted Chef
de brigade (13 October), and now had as his squadron
commanders Morland, Nicolas Dahlmann, Frédéric
Auguste de Beurmann and Joseph Damingue, a black man
who had distinguished himself at the Bridge of Arcole in
1796.
Napoleon I is often represented in his green colonel uniform of
the Chasseurs à Cheval, with a large bicorne and a hand-inwaistcoat gesture.

From 22 March 1803, when summer training (travail
d'été) began, the men were to parade on horseback every
Monday and Thursday at 7.30 a.m. precisely on the
Champ de Mars. Every Wednesday at the same hour they
went through the foot exercise. In winter the parades
seem to have been at 9.00 a.m. Swimming and rowing
were among the exercises carried out in 1802 and 1803.
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By a decree of 21 January 1804, the regiment was given a major who was to rank with the colonels of the
line. The intrepid Morland was given this appointment. By the same decree the company of Mamluks was
attached to the regiment. By an Order of the Day of 18 May the Garde des Consuls became the Garde
Impériale.
On 13 May 1805 Beauharnais was made Viceroy of Italy, but he retained nominal command of the regiment
until about 1808. Morland now became the actual commanding officer with the title of Colonel Commandant
en second, and Dahlmann was promoted major. On 17 September a squadron of vélites (four companies) was
created. It seems to have been intended as a kind of holding reinforcement unit. The regiment and the
Mamluks greatly distinguished themselves at the battle of Austerlitz (2 December), where two squadrons
and the Mamluks were led to the charge by Napoleon's senior aide-de-camp, General Rapp, inflicting heavy
casualties on the Russian Imperial Guard and capturing Prince Repnin, the commander of the Chevalier
Guard. At Austerlitz the Chasseurs suffered 19 officer casualties, including Colonel Morland, killed, and three
squadron commanders wounded. Dahlmann now succeeded Morland, and Claude-Étienne Guyot became
major.
The regiment missed the battle of Jena (14 October 1806), where the 1st Hussars had the privilege of escorting
the Emperor. The Chasseurs did, however, take part in Napoleon's triumphal entry into Berlin. At Eylau (8
February 1807) the regiment took part in Murat's great charge of 80 squadrons, which relieved the pressure
on the French centre at the crisis of the battle. Seventeen of the officers were hit. In addition, Dahlmann was
mortally wounded. He had recently been promoted general (30 December 1806) but having no command he
asked to be allowed to lead his old regiment and fell at their head. Major Guyot commanded the regiment
for the rest of the year, and Thiry was also promoted major (16 February).

Chasseurs à cheval (on the left) protecting the Emperor at the Battle of Friedland, while cuirassiers salute him before
their charge. The Emperor is again in his green colonel uniform of the Chasseurs à Cheval.

On 18 January 1808 Général de Brigade Charles Lefebvre-Desnouettes replaced Dahlmann in command of
the regiment. The regiment was in Madrid when the populace rose on 2 May and eight of the officers,
including Major Pierre Daumesnil, were wounded as well as five officers of the Mamluks. The regiment took
part in General Montbrun's charge up the road at Somosierra (30 November) but lost no officers for the
Spanish gunners only managed to get off one salvo before the Polish and French cavalry got amongst them
with the sabre. (This was the second charge, not the one in which the 3rd squadron of the First Regiment of
Polish Chevau-Légers was practically wiped out.)
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On 28 November Napoleon, engaged in pressing the retreat of Sir John Moore towards Corunna, rode ahead
of his army into the village of Valderas, which the British had quit but two hours previously. He was
accompanied only by his staff and a squadron of the chasseurs. When Marshal Ney found that the Emperor
had thus exposed himself, he said to him: "Sire, I thank Your Majesty for acting as my advance guard." That
it had been imprudent was proved next day (29 December) when General Lefebvre-Desnouettes caught up
with the British rearguard, forded the River Esla and drove in their pickets, only to be rudely counter-attacked
by Lord Paget (the Uxbridge of Waterloo fame), who led his men under cover of the houses of Benavente to
assail the French flank. Lefebvre-Desnouettes, wounded by a pistol shot, was taken prisoner. The regiment
had 6 other officers hurt and 2 captains taken, besides 55 chasseurs killed and wounded and 73 captured. To
be outflanked and cut up in this fashion was a rude and novel experience for the Emperor's "favourite
children". The British cavalry who achieved this feat were the 10th Hussars with pickets of the 18th and the
3rd Hussars of the King's German Legion. Their losses amounted to no more than 50. It was this affair more
than anything that convinced the Emperor that Moore had slipped from his clutches. It was time to return to
France.

A Chasseur à cheval of the Imperial Guard and a vivandière.

The regiment was at home again by the end of February 1809. About this time, it absorbed the Chevau-légers
of the Grand Duke of Berg, formerly the Guides de Murat (11 January) and the Guides du Maréchal Mortier
(1 February). On 5 June Major Guyot became colonel commandant en second. Thiry was made général de
brigade in the line, and, on the 13th, Daumesnil and Hercule Corbineau were promoted majors. At Wagram
the Guard cavalry supported the right flank of MacDonald's great column which struck the decisive blow. The
regiment suffered at Wagram (6 July) having 5 officers killed and 10 wounded, including the two newly
promoted majors, each of whom lost a leg. Colonel Guyot was promoted général de brigade (9 August),
retaining the command, and Colonel Jean Dieudonné Lion (14th Chasseurs) was brought in as third major of
the corps.
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1810 was a quiet year, with only one officer wounded escorting prisoners in Spain. On 1 August 1811 the
regiment was increased to five squadrons and the vélites were done away with. During the year squadrons
were sent successively to serve with the divisions of the Garde in Spain. Guyot was promoted général de
division, but still retained the command. To replace Corbineau and Daumesnil as majors the regiment
received Colonel François d'Haugéranville (6 August) and General Baron Exelmans (24 December).
On 6 May 1812 General Lefebvre-Desnouettes, who had escaped by breaking his parole, returned from his
captivity in England and resumed command of the regiment. The chasseurs, five squadrons and the company
of Mamluks, went through the Russian campaign, but though they lost 500 men, they only had 10 officers
hit. At Borodino they had no officer casualties at all. But on 25 October, the day after the battle of
Maloyaroslavets two squadrons, escorting the Emperor on a reconnaissance, were sharply engaged, and had
4 officers wounded. A body of Cossacks appeared suddenly from a wood and charged straight at Napoleon.
General Rapp and the escort managed to beat them off, but not before one had fought his way to within
twenty yards of the Emperor. From this day forth, haunted by the fear of captivity, he always carried a bag
of poison on a string about his neck. The regiment's losses in this campaign must on the whole be attributed
not so much to the fighting as to the Russian climate.
In 1813 the regiment was expanded from five to nine squadrons. The first five of these remained under the
Old Guard while the newly raised 6th through 9th squadrons formed part of the Young Guard and in 1815
were redesigned as the 2e régiment de chasseurs de la Garde impériale
Reference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mounted_Chasseurs_of_the_Imperial_Guard
Mounted Chasseurs of the Imperial Guard - From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia - (Redirected from
Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde Imperiale)
My second French sword is a very rare french first empire sabre for an officer of the foot grenadiers of the
imperial guard, by Duc Fourbisseur de la garde imperiale, Rue St Honore en face celle de la loi no 251. Paris,
circa 1805
Blade with curved blade double-edged towards the point. cut with a near full-length broad shallow fuller and
a slender fuller along the back-edge on each side, the former etched over the lower half with the crowned
Imperial Eagle. the letter 'N' within a laurel wreath, the inscription 'Grenadiers a Pied' and a neoclassical
trophy on one side and a similar design incorporating the inscription 'Garde lmperiale' and the maker's details
on the other. and all retaining traces of gilding. brass stirrup hilt comprising slightly down-curved quillon with
bud-shaped terminal.
lozenge-shaped langets applied with a silver profile bust of the Emperor Napoleon on the outer face and
engraved with an expanded flowerhead on the inner, knuckle-guard and back-strap cast with anthemion, the
former rising to a cap pommel engraved en suite with the rear langet, wooden grip, probably the original,
bound with twisted silver wire, in its original leather scabbard with large brass mounts decorated with
moulded bands 80cm; 31 ½” blade PROVENANCE Dr Raymond Wargnier. sold Sotheby's Monaco, 23rd April
1990, lot 963. A very similar sword signed by this maker in the same manner is illustrated C. Aries 1969, 4
fascicule, fig. 2. £10000-12000.
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Photography by
Cathey Brimage
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Foot Grenadiers in the Imperial Guard By J.F. Lozier
During the course of the eighteenth century, France's royal armies had been composed of professional
soldiers. The advent of the French Revolution changed this and created a new breed of fighter. Even though
they were conscripts, they were motivated by ideals of liberty. This new soldier, son of the Revolution, was
ready to die for his country and for his Emperor. With his gold earring and his fierce moustache, the foot
grenadiers of the Imperial Guard came to embody the Empire. Always ready to face danger, smiling at enemy
fire, they were the tool of Napoleon's conquest.
Created in 1801, the Consular Guard had as its goal to protect the government. In 1804 after his crowning,
Napoleon transformed the Consular Guard into the Imperial Guard. This new unit was not only his personal
bodyguard but also an army corps. Constituted of 9.775 soldiers at first, two thirds being veterans, the
imperial guard was theoretically supposed to number a total of 126.850 infantrymen, cavalrymen, and
gunners in 1815. As a matter of fact, it actually only had 17.498 in January of 1814, due to the losses of the
Spanish and Russian campaigns.
These fearsome legionnaires were the shock troops of Napoleon's army. His tactics were based on the
extreme mobility of his troops. By imposing long marches on his soldiers, he was able to achieve an effect of
surprise on an unsuspecting enemy. "It is not with our arms, but with our legs that the Emperor beats the
Austrians," remarked a soldier. To survive these extended marches, his soldiers had to be the best of the
best, and they were.
To be admitted as a foot grenadier in the Imperial Guard a soldier had to have a height of at least 5 foot 5
inches, five years of service, have been distinguished on the moral as well as on the military point of view,
and to have participated in at least two campaigns. When a new recruit joined a Grenadier regiment, his
fellow soldiers immediately challenged him to a duel. These mock-duels were the occasion for a new recruit
to prove his valour, and for his companions to toast him.
At the dawn of the French Empire, infantrymen still adorned uniforms from the revolutionary wars. The
grenadier wore the indigo-blue uniform with crimson facings, the white vest, breeches, and gaiters. Being
considered a different entity, the Imperial Guard kept its traditional uniform after the line infantry's
conversion to the "habit-vest" in 1812. The foot grenadiers of the Imperial Guard wore the traditional
bearskin cap which could be adorned with various plumes and ribbons for parades and special occasions. As
undress cap, the grenadier had kept the revolutionary cocked hat until the battle of Lobau. Having to change
hats in a hurry while crossing the Danube they threw them away. After that day, the fur cap remained the
official battle and road headdress. During the period of the consular guard, grenadiers had worn their hair
according to strict rules. It had to be kept long and tied in a 15 cm long queue with a black woolen ribbon
having 5 cm free ends. Furthermore, they wore powdered "ailes de pigeon" which were cared for in the
morning by a barber. After the creation of the Imperial Guard, these rules were abolished. Free to keep their
hair the way they wanted, soldiers grew sideburns and kept the queue. This was not only for appearance but
could act as protection against sabre cuts.
The main weapon of the French infantryman was a musket, the "fusil d'infanterie modèle 1777", weighing
4,65 kg and measuring 1,53 metres. It could fire a 17,5 mm calibre lead ball with precision up to a hundred
metres and became incredibly imprecise after two hundred metres. Even though it helped win many battles,
this weapon which had only been lightly modified since the beginning of the Revolution, remained inferior
to a major part of the enemy's muskets up to the point where French soldiers would swap their own muskets
for better ones on the battlefield. Firearms of this era were incredibly slow to reload. A soldier wanting to
load his weapon had to tear the paper cartridge with his teeth, pour a small quantity of black powder in the
pan, pack the powder and the ball in the barrel using his ramrod. This operation took approximately one
minute, and even then, the musket might misfire. These inconveniences and the fierce character of the
French soldier often brought him to use his bayonet. This triangular sectioned blade transformed the longrange musket into a close-quarter pike. The other melee weapon, the "sabre-briquet, modele an XI", was
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short sabre worn only by officers and elite troops and was rarely used in the actual battle. Nevertheless, it
found its uses during foraging and duels, which were frequent under the Empire. Fully armed, the grenadier
carried a total weight of 65 pounds, he had to carry everything in his knapsack up to his ball outfit for victories.
The Imperial Guard had always been favoured by the Emperor. He became very attached to these troops,
and they were attached to him. Many old soldiers, who had been brought up in the country, had never
learned to read and write. Since soldiers could not get promoted because of this lack of educations, younger
recruits had to teach them. Napoleon had an eye for the smallest detail, chatting with the humblest soldier
during reviews, pinching ears in a friendly manner, all of this contributed to his popularity.
At the battle of Waterloo, the square of the Imperial Guard was the last to fall, repelling cavalry charge after
charge. After Napoleon's defeat and the return of the Bourbon, theses privileged regiments were disbanded.
A large majority of its soldiers returned home, some soldiers stayed in the Royal armies, but others, still loyal
to Napoleon emigrated to the United-States, Greece, and Turkey.
Reference
https://www.napoleon-series.org/military-info/organization/c_grenadiers.html

A guardsman cares for a wounded comrade. (Image source: WikiCommons)
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The “Lord Mayor’s Own” - HAS Member Kevin Coleman

Boer War (1899-1902) Clasp Knives
During the Second Boer War of 1899-1902 there were two classes of clasp knives, official issue, and private
purchase. Official issue knives as the name suggests were provided to the troops by the War Department as
part of kit. Private purchase knives were those knives used in a military context but privately purchased by
the troops or officers. In addition, officers were expected to purchase much of their kit which included the
clasp knife (pocketknife)

This is an example of the official issue Boer War clasp knife known as the Boer War Jack knife. The War Department
marking W/|\D is marked on the pile side of the tang. This knife is in the author’s collection.

One point of interest is that the clasp knife has, from at least 1871, been regarded as an item of clothing and
kit and not classed as a weapon, refer to notes.
Early in the war the City of London formed their own regiment which was known as the City of London
Volunteers (C.I.V). This regiment was formed under a Royal Warrant dated 24 December 1899 granting the
City of London permission to raise and equip a regiment of volunteers (1).
The City of London contracted Sheffield cutler Thomas Turner & Co to make a clasp knife to be issued to the
C.I.V regiment. This knife was to bring a new dimension to clasp knives issued to British troops and most likely
some colonial troops. The knife was to have a tin opener added as part of the tools which also included a
spear point blade and leather awl. The knife was to have stag horn scales with a white metal shackle for
attaching to a lanyard or belt clip.
The standard official issue knife, the Boer War jack knife had a sheepsfoot blade, so the spear point blade
was a move away from the sheepsfoot blade. At the time of writing, I have been unable to establish the
reason for the change to a spear point on the “Lord Mayor’s Own” knife other than it may have been
considered a more useful blade compared to the military sheepsfoot blade for that period.
Many officers described the addition of a tin opener as just as important as the blade. The knife was to be
marked” Lord Mayor’s Own” on the blade with the makers name on the mark side of the tang. The registered
design number 351515 was to be marked on the pile side of the tang. Some examples have been noted with
the registered design No. on the awl.
The City of London met the purchase cost of these knives together with donations from various donors. As a
result of this funding by the City of London and not the Government of the day (War Department) many
collectors classify this knife as a private purchase knife notwithstanding Turner did produce the same pattern
for the commercial market only with the marking “The Lord Mayor’s Knife” on the blade.
Researching this knife for my book is when I come across the Royal Warrant granting permission for the City
of London to raise and equip a regiment of volunteers. This find now made me rethink the commonly held
view the knives were private purchases. The fact that the regiment was formed under a Royal Warrant and
the knives therefore issued under the terms of that Warrant “raise and equip” the regiment to my mind
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means the knives were an official issue not a private purchase as the troops were not required to pay for the
knife as is generally the case with private purchase knives. Having discussed this with fellow collectors and
authors in the UK, the term “official issue” would now seem to be the correct classification.
Despite that several thousand of these knives were produced, the “Lord Mayor’s Own” knives are very rare
today. I have not been able to find an actual example to study. However, an Australian collector who has an
example of the “Lord Mayor’s Own” knife in his collection has been kind enough to provide a photograph of
the knife in his collection.

This photo has been reproduced courtesy of collector and author Lawrie Wilson.

In addition to the C.I.V regiment the knives were also ordered for the Duke of Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex
Regiment). The Duke described the knives as one of the best and most useful knives he had ever seen.
Internet Download (2)
The above is an advertisement
from a 1902 Thomas Turner
Catalogue showing the various
knives produced for His
Majesty Service in South Africa.
The Lord Mayor’s Own knife is
shown as plate 6041. Compare
the blades on knife patterns
6119,6118 & 6143 to the blade
on 6041.
Just as a matter of interest for
collectors the knife shown as
pattern 6143 comprising a
sheepsfoot blade and hoof pick
was issued to Lord Baden
Powell’s
South
African
Constabulary. These knives are
also very rare today. I
understand there are only a
few known to exist in private
collections in the United
Kingdom.
Another version by Thomas
Turner & Co of the Lord
Mayor’s Own pattern is in fact
an official issue version bearing
the registered design number
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351515 on the pile side of the tang. The differences between the two knives are that the official issue knife
has the Boer War period sheepsfoot blade and no Lord Mayor’s markings on the blade and they have steel
liners and a copper shackle whereas the Lord Mayor’s Own knife has brass liners and a white metal shackle.
As with official issue knives of the Boer War these knives carried the War Department marking W/|\D
followed by an inspector’s numeric mark over stamping the words “Oil The Joints” on the tang of the tin
opener. Again, there are very few known examples of this pattern knife. Examples have been noted with the
markings W/|\D 3, W/|\D 4, W/|\D 5 and one example noted only with the official registered design number
351515 on the pile of the tang.

The top photo is a military contract version of the “Lord Mayor’s Own” knife with a sheepsfoot blade. The tang of the tin
opener is marked with the War Department marking W/|\D 3.
This photo is reproduced courtesy of UK Collector and author Martin Cook.
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The bottom photo is the military contract version without the War Department marking but is stamped with
the official registered design number 351515 on the pile side of the tang. This knife is in a private collection.
The clasp knife shown below is an example of a private purchase knife from the Boer War. In common with
knives of this period is has the sheepsfoot blade. This knife is a combination between the Thomas Turner
6119 pattern which has a spear point tin opener and the Turner 6118 pattern which has the marline spike.
The marline spike was often blunted by troops and used as a hoof pick. The original purpose of the marline
spike stemmed from the navy where it was used for spicing ropes etc. The marline spike was added to clasp
knives in the Boer War.
Sheffield Cutler Ford and Medley made this example. Unlike the “Lord Mayor’s Own” knife with staghorn
scales this example has jigged bone scales. What is interesting about this private purchase knife it comes with
exceptionally good provenance as having a Boer War connection.

This example is in the author’s collection.
Foot Notes.
1.
Wikipedia, https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/City of London_Imperial_Volunteers.
2.
Thomas Turner Catalogue, in part. Page 169, dated 1902. Internet download, www.allaboutpocketknives.com
Notes.
As stated in the text clasp knives are regarded as items of clothing and kit not weapons. The earliest reference I can find
to this classification is 1871 when Col. Sir Garnet Wolseley, Assistant Adjutant General, Horse Guards wrote the “Soldiers
Pocket Book for Field Service” August 1871. Other references are the specification A.C.D 685 for the World War One
6353/1905 pattern clasp knife and the Australian Recruit’s Companion published in June 1918.
I have used the spelling marline when referring to the marline spike. Collectors will note that it is often spelt marlin post
World War One. I use the Oxford Dictionary spelling marline.
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Toussaint Louverture – HAS Member Cathey Brimage

Toussaint Louverture, the liberator of Haiti. Photograph: North Wind Picture Archives

‘I am Toussaint Louverture, you have perhaps heard my name. You are aware, brothers, that I have
undertaken vengeance, and that I want freedom and equality to reign in Saint-Domingue.’
In January 1804, the West Indian island of Saint-Domingue became the world’s first black republic. The
Africans toiling on the sugar-rich plantations overthrew their French masters and declared independence.
The name Saint-Domingue was replaced by the aboriginal Taíno Indian word Haiti (meaning “mountainous
land”) and the Haitian flag created when the white band was ceremonially ripped from the French tricolour.
Two hundred years on, Haiti’s is the only successful slave revolution in history. It was led by Toussaint
Louverture, a Haitian former slave and emblem of slavery’s hoped-for abolition throughout the Americas.
Few historical figures can have made their introduction to the public sphere in quite so stylish a manner as
Toussaint Louverture to the French authorities in Saint-Domingue in the summer of 1793. Slavery had just
been abolished in what had been the richest sugar and coffee-producing colony in the world, but Toussaint
wanted to make clear who should claim the ultimate credit.
With his book Black Spartacus, Sudhir Hazareesingh has produced the fourth biography of Toussaint
Louverture since the bicentenary of Haitian independence in 2004, a figure he calls ‘the first black superhero
of the modern age’. The book’s title is taken from the writings of the French Enlightenment thinker Abbé
Raynal, who wrote of a Black Spartacus who would come to avenge the crimes of slavery. It was a moniker
publicly given to Toussaint just three years after he first announced his name, when he was named head of
Saint-Domingue’s army; the second-most powerful man in the colony. Toussaint’s rise was a vertiginous one.
He was born on the Breda plantation, but his father had been connected to the royal court of Allada in what
is now Benin, before being subject to the horrors of the Middle Passage. He became a coachman, a relatively
elite position, and was able to purchase his freedom as an adult. After manumission he even went on to
own slaves himself, something that may surprise those coming fresh to his story.
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Image of Toussaint Louverture via Caribbean National Weekly

On 14 August 1791, in a forest near a plantation in Morne-Rouge, a group of enslaved people clandestinely
gathered together under the direction of a man named Boukman Dutty. The story of the Bois Caïman
ceremony, heralded as the event that would kick-off the Haitian Revolution, tells that an enslaved woman
named Cécile Fatiman killed a sacrificial pig and subsequently offered its blood to the crowd to drink.
Boukman then reportedly delivered an exhortation to war in Haitian creole: “The god of the white man calls
him to commit crimes; our god asks only good works of us. But this god who is so good orders revenge! He
will direct our hands; he will aid us.”
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By the middle of September 1791 over 1,500 coffee and sugar plantations had been destroyed and as many
as 80,000 of the enslaved were in open rebellion. In response, the French National Assembly sent three civil
commissioners to restore order. When that failed, a second French commission, composed of Léger Félicité
Sonthonax, Étienne Polverel and Jean-François Ailhaud, was dispatched with hopes of quelling the
insurrection once and for all. Complicating matters, however, was the fact that in May 1792 Spain declared
war against both England and France, and by January 1793, France, in the midst of its own revolutionary
turmoil, executed its king, Louis XVI, and declared war against England. Subsequently, all three nations,
England, France, and Spain began wrestling for control of the most lucrative sugar colony in the world.
By June 1793, much of Cap-Français had gone up in flames and the capital city of Saint-Domingue was soon
all but deserted by its white residents, who fled to the United States and Cuba. In desperation, Polverel and
Sonthonax published separate decrees of general emancipation for regions of the colony under their
authority.
Amid these momentous events, Louverture emerged as the most important leader of the rebellion, urging
his troops to settle for nothing less than the abolition of slavery. On 29 August 1793 Louverture issued his
rallying cry for unity: “Brothers and friends … I have undertaken vengeance. I want Liberty and Equality to
reign in San Domingo. I work to bring them into existence. Unite yourselves to us, brothers, and fight with us
for the same cause.”
By 1801 Toussaint had by force of will unified warring factions under his rule in Saint-Domingue and named
himself governor for life, backed up with a new constitution. This power grab resulted in Napoleon sending
an armada to remove him and secretly plan to reintroduce slavery. Interesting response given Toussaint had
done nothing that Napoleon himself was not guilty of.
Toussaint would not survive this final invasion. After fighting a valiant guerrilla war, and receiving French
assurances regarding emancipation, he negotiated his surrender and retirement. Hazareesingh is particularly
good on the paper trail here, digging up little-known letters to illuminate Toussaint’s thought processes,
which can still seem baffling to those knowing that
arrest and deportation to France would so swiftly
follow. The suggestion that Jean-Jacques
Dessalines, Toussaint’s lieutenant, may have
colluded with the French over his commander’s
fate will surely raise eyebrows among some.
Pierre Dominique Toussaint L'Ouverture. Captured By
French Officers After Accepting An Offer To Discuss
Peace Terms, 7 June 1802. Wood Engraving, 19Th
Century.

Toussaint died in a freezing cell in the Jura
Mountains within a year. His cell at Fort Joux
contains a memorial to this figure that France
finally elevated to its Pantheon in 1998, albeit with
some ambivalence, noting that he was both French
but died an exiled prisoner on French soil. Haiti too
has maintained a complex relationship with
Toussaint, remembering that for all his heroism he
never saw beyond France or an insistence on
maintaining a barely modified form of the
plantation economy that the enslaved had fought
against. It is the more ruthless Dessalines who is
celebrated for shepherding independent Haiti into
existence.
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Despite this, Toussaint’s career remains undeniably meteoric. Few figures from the Age of Revolutions can
match his achievements. In his epic treatment of the Haitian Revolution The Black Jacobins, C.L.R. James
dubbed Toussaint ‘the first and greatest of West Indians’. Readers of this fine new biography will find few
reasons to disagree.

Death Of Toussaint LOuverture

References
https://www.historytoday.com/reviews/first-among-equals
https://www.historytoday.com/archive/feature/wrongful-death-toussaint-louverture
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/oct/11/black-spartacus-the-epic-life-of-toussaint-louverturereview-superb-history-of-haiti
Black Spartacus, Sudhir Hazareesingh
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LETTERS FROM THE ZULU WAR 1879 – HAS Member Dr John Bird
ORDINARY SEAMAN GEORGE BUTLER HMS BOADICEA
George Butler joined the navy on 7/6/1876 aged 15 as a Boy 2nd Class and served in HMS BOADICEA from
November 1878 to April 1882.

Invasion Map
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The Battle of Isandlwana (1879)

In early 1879 the British Army invaded Zululand. The British were defeated at Isandlwana and withdrew back
into Natal. The Naval Brigade from HMS ACTIVE and TENEDOS formed part of the Right Column invading from
the lower Tugela Drift. They defeated the Zulus at the Battle of Inyezane but were besieged in Eshowe. On
18/3/1879 HMS BOADICEA landed 10 Officers and 216 men at Durban. Along with men from HMS SHAH and
TENEDOS, they formed part of an Eshowe relief force. The Zulus were defeated at the Battle of Ginginlovu,
Eshowe was abandoned, and the relief force returned to Natal.

Royal Navy Gatling Gun team: Zulu War
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Battle of Ginginlovu

The second invasion was successful at the Battle of Ulundi 4/7/1879. The Naval Brigade on the Right
performed a support role. HMS BOADICEA left on 31/7/1879.
LETTER FROM A HULL MAN IN ZULULAND
_______________
The following is an extract from a letter which has been received by a Hull gentleman whose son is with the
Naval Brigade in Zululand: “Naval Brigade; Lower Tugela, Fort Tenedos.
My Dear Father, - I am most happy to tell you that we came off victorious in our engagement of the 2nd of
April. It was a pity they did not attack us on the first of April, as we should then have made them a lot of April
fools, but perhaps it was as well as it was. The engagement lasted about one hour and twenty-five minutes.
You should have seen them coming. We were just making our breakfasts, but of course we had to drop that,
and wait for them to come down on us. I do not know whether you have ever heard of a Gatling gun. It is a
gun with ten barrels to it, and it will fire more than eight hundred times in a minute. As soon as the battle was
over, we went outside the entrenchments to have a look at the dead. There were about twelve altogether,
just ten yards from our Gatling gun, on their hands and knees. They had been crawling up to us, and all of
them were shot in the head. It was a most horrible sight, but it was fine sport while it lasted. You could see
them as soon as they were shot throw up their arms, and down they went. It was like playing at ninepins. We
have got 13 prisoners; and as soon as they were brought in, they were questioned, and they said that the
army attacking us numbered from 15,000 to 16,000. The army was led by the king’s brother. We do not know
how many were killed, but it is thought to be 1300. They carried away the best part of their dead. We had
about 50 wounded and 9 killed. Three of my shipmates were wounded. – Your affectionate son, G Butler.”
_______________
Major Alfred Walker of the 99th also wrote after Ginginlovu:
“The long grass outside was full of dead Zulus. I was very glad to turn around and go back to the laager”
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South Africa Medal 1877-1879 Clasp 1879 to Ordinary Seaman George Butler

LETTERS
All throughout Britain were anxious to know all they could about the reality of campaign life. From 1879
onward there was an increasing number of letters from fighting men in Africa which described what they
were doing and what they had seen. Often these letters were forwarded to the local paper and in some cases
the soldier wrote directly to the paper. There are some threads which run through the letters. Discomfort
and boredom are perhaps the most obvious but beyond them are fortitude, a willingness to accept
misfortune and privation, humour, courage, and a dogged adherence to duty. The army was sympathetic to
the writings of their men until military censorship was introduced in the first months of World War 1.
British officers had the ability if not the inclination, to write about their war experiences. Most of them had
English Public School and some had University education. It is not easy to determine the letter writing
potential of the NCO’s and rank and file. Statistics derived from military sources claimed that 42.7% of men
could read and write in 1878. 48.8% had the educational standard due to the fourth-class army certificate
that enabled them to draft a letter.
Of the recruits entering the army in 1877, 76% were able to read and write. Serious attempts were being
made to improve education in the army. Soldiers had to attend school for 5 hours per week, the effectiveness
of which depended on the CO’s interest.
Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 62 June 2022 Magazine | P a g e 39

Promotion to Corporal required a third-class certificate of education. Probably at least 50% of NCO’s and men
were capable of writing some kind of letter. The War Correspondent Archibald Forbes stated he had never
seen so much letter writing done by troops on active service in the field as he saw in Zululand. There was
little else to do when off duty. Editors of local newspapers reserved the right to tidy up the spelling, grammar,
and punctuation. Only interesting letters reasonably well written were used. Sometimes paragraphs were
omitted for reason of space, personal information or being of little interest leading to some loss of
information. Some officers were paid by papers to act as on the spot correspondents. Soldiers’ letters show
the full impact of military events at the personal and small-unit level, something that cannot readily be
derived from other sources.
Some letters show overconfidence. Private Owen Ellis of the 24th (killed at Isandlwana) in writing to his family
anticipated a short war whose outcome was not in doubt:
“if they dare to face us with the intention of fighting, well woe be to them. As in Transkei they shall be killed
as they come across us.”
On 10 January 1879, the day before the invasion Captain George Wardell 1/24th wrote to his parents, detailing
the final preparations for the advance across the Buffalo River and his thoughts about the enemy:
“I must write a few lines before bidding adieu to Natal, as very early tomorrow morning we commence
crossing the Buffalo, into Zululand to bring that great and sable potentate Cetshwayo·[sic] to his bearings.
Our column is now already prepared for advancing, and we are only waiting the finishing strokes to be put to
the pontoons that carry us across the river. It is not very wide, but has a good clear of water, and is pretty
rapid. We are encamped alone 800 yards from the river. Just behind us are the 2/24th. Our column also
consists of one battery field Royal Artillery, about 500 horsemen, and a native contingent about 2,000-strong
comprised of Natal Zulus with European officers’ ...all in all we have for South Africa a tidy little army in the
field.
I do not think we shall meet with much opposition at first or even afterwards. I don't fancy that after the first
brush they will care about facing us in the open country. I only hope that it will not be a long business, for I
am getting pretty really tired of this kind of life and have had enough of it of late to last me for a long time to
come. We have had some pretty trying time of it as far as weather is concerned since we landed in Natal.
Soldiering at home in a barracks, with a roof over your head, is pleasant enough ... The life we lead is very far
different ... I can assure you all is no child's play. We have now said goodbye to a civilised life.”
George Wardell was found beside Lt Dyer and 60 of their men on the field of Isandlwana.
However, some like Sgt John Lines 2/24th had trepidations:
"The Zulus have about 40 thousands of a standing army, and we have only about 6 thousand Europeans and
9 thousand volunteers (mostly Natal native levies), so I think we shall lose a good many, for they are too
strong for us. And these Kaffirs are a very barbarous lot; if they catch a man wounded, they cut him open and
take out his heart and eat it. Africa is a very heathen place, much more so than England.”
Corporal Howe RE at the Mooi River expresses the alarm caused by the news of Isandlwana and the possibility
of a massive break-through of the Zulu army:
“'About a hundred yards [90 metres] from the river where we had first crossed stood the house of a settler.
We took possession of this. Along one side and down towards the river we drew up the wagons in line. On the
other two sides we threw up a shelter trench. We were hard at work until dusk when we broke our fast. At
night we turned into the trenches ... The eyes were coming out of our heads with trying to pierce the gloom.
About twelve a Dutchman came in and said he had seen the enemy. Hour after hour we stood, but no enemy.
The least noise brought the rifle to the ready. We all knew we had to deal with an enemy who did not know
what mercy was and should have to fight to the bitter end. I took one cartridge and put it in my breast,
determining if it came to the worst to blow out my own brains rather than fall into their hands. At last day
broke, and never did we welcome it with such joy”
Numerous such letters talk of marching and fortifying positions. Fear of renewed attack runs through the
soldiers’ letters after Isandlwana. They also bring into focus the appalling conditions under which the men
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lived in the congested strongpoints. In February hundreds of rain-drenched soldiers were packed without
shelter into the old fortification of Rorke’s Drift, emerging each day to work on the new fort there. Corporal
Howe writes:
“'To guard from surprise, we fall in and stand to our arms until daybreak. When we can see the coast clear
we march out and pile arms, and then go to work. We work till 5 p.m. At six the bugle sounds, and we all go
into fort. We are not allowed to take off our things, but lie down in them, our rifles near out sides. We have
no tents; we have a rug and take the open air. Sunday, we have a church parade at nine, and go to work at
ten.”
A sergeant of the 24th describes:
“It is not safe to get a drink of water without our rifles at present. We have lost all our tents and cooking
utensils, we have only what we stand up in. The Zulus destroyed everything belonging to us. We are literally
in rags and will soon be carried about, for we are getting plenty of companions and can't keep them away.
You would laugh to see the regiment, some with no boots, some with their jackets and trousers patched with
sheepskins and all kinds of things'. ·”
He had not taken off his clothes or pouches since the day of Isandlwana three weeks before.
Ralph Busby, a civilian surgeon attached to Lord Chelmsford’s column who also witnessed the carnage of
Isandlwana, found himself in the fort built at Rorke’s Drift after the fight there, had this to say two weeks
later:
"All the farmers seem to have gone into laager and left their houses. I had a five- and twenty-miles ride to
one-Fort Pine (between Rorke's Drift and Dundee)-a few days back to see some who were sick there; the few
farms passed on the road were all deserted and cattle driven off to near the laager. It's a queer sight inside,
cramful of waggons, women, and children. But I got a good square meal, some tender mutton, fresh milk,
with my coffee and butter, and had a good sleep in a covered waggon. . . It's very hot and cooped up in this
place (Rorke's Drift), very much troubled with flies which swarm everywhere: they worry the horses frightful;
I have now lost both mine. I expect the expense to the country before this war is over will be enormous; and
of all the useless lands I have ever been in, South Africa is the chief."
Lieutenant Willie Lloyd 2/24th was with Lord Chelmsford’s half-column on the day of Isandlwana and
afterwards spent the next few months bottled up “in this cursed hole” at Helpmekaar, whence he wrote on
the 6th of May:
"The difficulties of this country are something enormous. The transport is all oxen, to drive them you must
employ Kaffi.rs, and we have just heard that Wood's foreloopers and drivers have run away. New ones will
have to be got from the old colony (British Kaffraria), as the ones here can't be trusted, so that's another
delay. The roads are fearful. Food there is none, and the great danger now is the grass, which is about 8 or 9
feet high, and in a strong wind the grass burns at the rate of about 6 or 7 miles an hour. . . I have had a little
shooting here, snipe, partridge, dikkop [diekap-otherwise known as the Cape thick-knee. Ed.], buck of all sorts,
rock rabbits, pigeons, etc. To give you some idea of the changes that come round in 24 hours, in the middle
of the day a thermometer would be 115 or 120 in the sun, and when you turn out at reveille there is often a
thick white frost. The cold has been something fearful here. We are on a high ridge and the wind whistles over
it sometimes enough to take the skin off even a Kaffir. I have never been so cold at home but it's mostly dry,
the only damp is the mists and clouds that come roaring up a high kloof near the camp".
An NCO with Colonel Pearson describes life in Eshowe:
LIFE IN EKHOWE
The following is an extract of a letter received from a non-commissioned officer, who was with Colonel
Pearson at Ekhowe, and is dated Fort Tenedos, the Tugela River, April 9: “We went into Ekhowe Fort on January 23, and left on April 4, and did not see a letter, nor yet a fresh face.
We were living in that fort on 6 oz of biscuits, 6 oz of meal, and 1 lb 4 oz of meat, but that was the oxen that
drew our wagons up, and it was so tough that we have had to throw it away after it was cooked. The only
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thing we could eat was the soup and biscuits. We could not get a runner to come here because there were so
many Zulus about. We sent two of three lots, but they were all captured by the enemy. It is quite a relief to
be here for a little while, because at Ekhowe we all had to sleep in our clothes, and belts with ammunition on,
and our rifles by our side. I slept with my boots off last night for the first time since January 13. We had a sale
at Ekhowe of things that the mounted rifles left – viz, a ham, weighing 6 lb, was sold at £7.6s, 1 lb of tobacco
was sold at 22s. 6d, one tin of preserved milk, 14s 6d,; one tin of lobster, 13s 9d, ; and I have seen 25s offered
for a small stick of tobacco, weighing 1¼ oz. So, you can see by this how everything was. Sergeant Robinson
gave me some tobacco, or else I should not have had any; but now, thank goodness, we have got out of that
place, and can get anything with money. We have to pay here 1s. 6d. for jam and milk; 2s. 6d. per pound for
butter; 2s.per pound for cheese; 2s. for a quart for beer, but that does not trouble me much”

The Zulu War, Sailors of HMS Shah Crossing the River for the Relief of Ekhowe by Richard Caton Woodville II

Letters describe the day-to-day life in the army, the work, and the fear of attack, which were revived after
the death of the Prince Imperial on June 1st particularly among the newly arrived battalions that numbered
many young half trained soldiers within their ranks. English papers were beginning to speak out on the
subject of raw-boned lads who, the outcome of the short service system, now formed the bulk of our soldiers
of the line. The actual number of infantry soldiers in the UK over 3 months service was only 21950 men.
Discipline had deteriorated. The Times Military correspondent wrote that there was a growing impression
that the army was little better than the sweepings of the raw lads from the streets. He wrote:
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“The lads composing them can scarcely be styled trained soldiers, because they have not yet mastered the
true meaning of the word discipline.”
Nerves were stretched to breaking point as witnessed by a series of panic situations where the troops fired
by mistake on their comrades. An example is described in a letter from Corporal Howe. The RE were building
a strong point for defending a store depot well outside Newdigate’s laager. That night they came under fire
from the laager and dived for protection behind a 2-foot wall they had just begun to build:
"Good heavens, they are taking us for the enemy. Under cover at once!", cried Chard, the hero of Rorke's Drift.
It was not safe to move. The buglers sounded the cease fire. Our men got over the wall to rush on the laager
when they, taking us for a rush of Zulus, poured another volley into us. Back we had to go helter-skelter over
the wall. Men jumped on to one another and were lying huddled in hopeless confusion, whilst shot was
pouring into us like hail. Before it ceased five Engineers (including a sergeant and two corporals) had been
wounded. Next morning, we found the stones on the wall covered with lead and bullet marks. The artillery
told us they were just going to fire when they heard our bugle sound. If they had, not one of us would have
escaped”
Similar false alarms ruffled the columns as they continued their slow advance.
The letters are useful as they were apt to be written consistently throughout all stages of the war not simply
after main battles. Long periods of relative inactivity allowed soldiers to write home. There was not a pitched
battle for 3 months between Ginginlovu (2ndApril) and Ulundi (3-4July). When the advance began on May
31st, the Zulus were subjected to severe destructive action, indirect warfare on the civilian population, with
the systematic burning of kraals, destruction of crops and stored mealies, and driving away of cattle. A
trooper writes:
“the expedition returned having succeeded in destroying three kraals, and over 3000 huts must have been
consumed that day, with large quantities of grain stored in the different kraals.”
Corporal Howe RE also writes:
“We are burning all the kraal we come to.”
Just after Ulundi he was complaining of the winter cold and added:
“How the Zulus will manage I don’t know, we burnt about 20000 huts. I feel for the poor women and children.”
These letters shed light on otherwise unknown or obscure incidents.
When Chelmsford returned to the devastated Isandlwana camp on 22nd January, the men in the main were
reluctant to publicize the various ways the British dead were mutilated. Captain Penn Symons of the 24th in
his detailed reconstruction of the battle steers clear of it only saying bodies were found bound hand and feet
with rawhide and acknowledged the Zulu practice of disembowelment. He continued:
“further details would be too sickening.”
However other soldiers did not spare the details.
If they could be found, letters from the men who returned to Isandlwana in May, as the first burial party,
would reveal something of the closing moments of the struggle. A 17th Lancer wrote:
“I enclose you a card of four of diamonds which lay close to the Colonel of the 24 th (i.e., Lt Col Pulleine). They
had evidently been playing cards, for a whole pack was kicked about, lots of music, too, I picked up.”
After the victory at Kambula the letters of the men who took part in the grim British pursuit of the retreating
Zulus convey the carnage that took place. The commander of the Kaffarian Vanguard wrote:
“I took the extreme right', 'Colonel Buller led the centre, and Colonel Russell with mounted infantry took the
left. For fully seven miles I chased two columns of the enemy. They fairly ran like bucks, but I was after them
like the whirlwind and shooting incessantly into the thick column, which could have not been less than 5 000
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strong. They became exhausted and shooting them down would have taken too much time; so, we took the
assegais from the dead men, and rushed among the living ones, stabbing them right and left with fearful
revenge for the misfortunes of the 28th (i.e., at Hlobane). No quarter was given”
His men killed about 300 Zulus for 1 man killed and 1 wounded. He described Buller:
“like a tiger drunk with blood and, no doubt, the vivid recollection of the cruel manner in which the Zulus
destroyed part of his forces on the 28th increased his war fury”
The defeat at Kambula along with that at Ginginlovu, practically finished the Zulus. An officer of the Swazi
Irregulars added further proof of the vulnerability of the Zulus in retreat:
“Towards the end of the pursuit they were so tired and exhausted that they couldn't move out of a walk, some
scarcely looked round and seemed to wish to die without seeing the shot fired. Some turned round and walked
to meet their death without offering resistance, some threw themselves down on their faces and waited for
their despatch by assegai or bullet, some got into antbear holes, reeds or long grass and tried to evade
detection, but very few succeeded in this. It was indeed a slaughter”
The infantryman saw nothing of these pursuits. One stated that the Zulu:
“did me out of my dinner, but we did a good number of them out of their tea”
These letters reveal the utmost savagery with which total war was being waged by the British and Zulu armies
alike.

The Pursuit

A soldier of the 80th wrote:
“Dear Sister and Brother, death has been very busy gathering his harvest in this country, counting his victims
by tens of thousands, without respect of race or colour. With the advent of the New Year, war in all is
horrors has been let loose upon South Africa, and still the storm rages.”
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Naturally, the letters cannot always be accepted at face value. Numbers of enemy faced and killed, dangers
and discomforts could be exaggerated to impress loved ones at home. However, there are various
independent sources against which they can be checked, and letters can be cross checked with each other.
The enlisted ranks received a postage concession rate of 1d. Officers paid the normal 6d per letter. Campaign
mail was largely carried by courier to the nearest Post Office in Natal unless the troops were stationed in a
town. Nearly all mail went to the British Isles by regular steam packet service.

Cover from Lower Tugela January 17 as the Right Flank Column began its march to Ulundi via the coastal plain.

The front of a Soldier’s 1d concession rate cover posted at Greytown April 12, 1879, to England from Pvt, Lewis of the 2nd
Battalion/4th Regiment (King’s Own). A detachment of three companies was detailed to build fortifications at Greytown
to defend central Natal against Zulu attack.
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Officers Envelope
REFERENCES
This article is based upon: ‘The Anglo-Zulu War as Depicted in Soldiers’ Letters’ by Frank Emery
The South African Military History Journal Vol 5 No 5 June 1982
And
‘Soldiers’ Letters from the Zulu War, A source of historico- geographical value’ by Frank Emery Natal Society
Foundation 2010
Other references:
Letters from the Zulu War 1876-1879’ by David McNamee Forerunners 94 Vol 32 No 3 March-June 2019
The Letters of George Wardell and the Battle of Isandlwana 1879’ Features Issue1 (January/February 2016) Vol 24
The Savage Wars by Lawrence James Guild Publishing London
Moodie’s Zulu War’ by D.C.F. Moodie N& S Press Cape Town
Like Lions They Fought. The Last Zulu War’ by Robert b. Egerton Weidenfeld & Nicolson London

Moving British troops between Natal and Zululand across the Tugela River using pontoons
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Double barrel Cavalry Carbine – HAS Member Peter Stanford
Britain commenced production of double-barrelled flintlock carbines in 1822 being for issue to mounted
troops. Percussion double-barrelled carbines for cavalry use commenced during 1839. These were generally
for issue to Ireland and South Africa and were referred to as Cape Cavalry Carbines; they ranged in calibre
from .66” to .733”.
A total of approximately 500 such carbines in .653” (16.59mm) smoothbore calibre were provided to the
Australian colonies of Queensland, New South Wales, and Victoria.

Double Barrel Cavalry Carbine Authors collection
Right and left sides and top view

This carbine measures 41.6” (105.664cm), with steel barrels measuring 25.75” (654.05mm), there is a 5.4”
(13.716cm) steel saddle bar on the left side bearing a steel ring, the bar is secured at the rear by being
screwed directly into the stock and the front being fixed by a screw inserted from the right side. It has a
captive ramrod measuring 25.5” (64.8cm) with slightly domed head, this is suspended beneath the barrel,
the ramrod swivel measures 1” (25.4mm) in width, which allows the ramrod easy access into either barrel.
There is a slightly trumpet shaped steel ramrod pipe which is secured to the underside of the barrels 4.5”
(11.43cm) from the muzzle. A small bead foresight is situated .4” (3.175mm) from the muzzle. Furniture
being the trigger guard (with scroll extension), butt plate, for-end cap and a Lovell style cup for the saddle
bar retaining screw is brass.

Underside Showing Ramrod And Swivel
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Lock plates measure 5” (12.7cm); they are back action type and bear a crown with VR cipher over TOWER
1854.

Lock plate

No provision is made to allow a bayonet to be fitted to this carbine.
The rear right side of the stock bears the initials J S (possibly a previous owner).
There are no colonial or other government ownership marking.

Photography By Cathey Brimage
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DISPUTED TERRITORIES – HAS Member John Spencer
CANADA – THE FENIAN RAIDS
Following the ending of the American Civil War in 1865, much disquiet existed in the population
endeavouring to rebuild the country and many fraternal societies were formed including a secret society
called the Fenian Brotherhood, composed mainly of Irish Americans who had decided the time was
opportune for Ireland to achieve independence from Great Britain.
Being mainly soldiers who had served the Union against the Confederacy, the Brotherhood had ample
weapons and ammunition especially both long arms and handguns (see below) with the necessary
ammunition and many lived in close proximity to the Canadian border which was under British colonisation.

Colt Army 1860 .44 Cal 1

The Colt Army 1860 was used extensively by Union soldiers some 133,600 at a cost originally $20, but later
$14.50 per weapon
The decision was taken to invade Canada and hold it to ransom until Britain agreed to Ireland being granted
independence, something the Irish had sought through conflict many times since the Battle of the Boyne.
Cross border raids took place in the vicinity of the Canadian West (now the province of Ontario) and the
Canadian East (now the province of Quebec) commencing June 1866. The Fenians captured Fort Erie and
made their Headquarters at Limeridge. They defeated a Unit of the Canadian Militia at Ridgeway however
Canadian and British spies had infiltrated the Brotherhood and with the help of British and First Nations, the
Canadian Volunteer Militia ultimately defeated the Fenians forcing them back into the United States.
In May of 1870, several groups of Fenians led by John O’Neil (who had led the earlier raids of 1866) crossed
the border near Franklin, Vermont into Quebec where the intention was to attack Forts, Custom Offices, and
other official buildings. This force was quickly repelled and the Fenians forced to retire once again across the
border.
The impact of these raids, especially 1866 “revealed shortfalls in the leadership, structure, and training of
the Canadian Militia, which led to a number of reforms and improvements in the years to come. The threat
the irregular Fenian armies posed to British North America Led to increased support among British and
Canadian officials towards confederation and the formation of the Dominion of Canada”2.
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The Canada General Service Medal was authorized in January 18993. 16,668 medals were awarded, with
15,300 being awarded to Canadian Units: the remainder to Imperial forces. 13,000 Clasps issued for 1866:
and 5925 to the 1870 raid.
References
1
2
3

The Colt Model 1860 Army Revolver C. W. Pate
The Fenian Raids G Manz FRCNA in the MEDAL YEARBOOK 2019
Canada General Service Medal from MILITARY HISTORY MATTERS

MEDAL with CLASP FENIAN RAID 1870
Issued to: CPL E D L Turner 52nd Bn
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EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE – HAS Member Cathey Brimage
This article was inspired by an officer’s Lancer Cap to the East Riding, part of the Stuart Bates British Head
dress Collection, now in the custody of
Cathey and Rex Brimage.
The East Riding of Yorkshire Yeomanry was
a unit of the British Army formed in 1902.
This regiment was officially accepted by
the Government on the 15th of May 1903,
being titled the East Riding of Yorkshire
Imperial Yeomanry, and was known locally
as 'Wenlock's Horse' after its Colonel, Lord
Wenlock. Major (later Lt Colonel) John
Bourchier Stracey Clitherow C.B.E., T.D.,
D.L., was appointed as second-incommand, with Lord Herries becoming
Honorary Colonel
Following the introduction of the
Territorial Act of 1908, which brought into
being the term 'Territorial Army' the word
'Imperial' became obsolete and was
dropped from the regiments title,
although as with the 1st City of London
Yeomanry, the word 'Imperial' continued
to be borne on the title scroll of the plate
on the officer’s lance cap into the reign of
King George the Fifth.
Units of Yeomanry Cavalry were raised in
the East Riding of Yorkshire in the 18th and
early 19th centuries at times of national
emergency: the Jacobite Rising of 1745,
the French Revolutionary Wars and the
Napoleonic Wars. These were stood down
once each emergency was over.
The East Riding of Yorkshire Yeomanry saw
action during the First World War both in
the mounted role and as machine gunners.
It was converted to armoured regiment in
1920, and fought in the Battle of France
and the campaign in North West Europe
during the Second World War, while some
of its personnel served as paratroopers in
the Normandy landings and the Rhine
Crossing. In 1956, it merged with two
other Yorkshire yeomanry regiments to
form the Queen's Own Yorkshire
Yeomanry. Its lineage is continued today
by the Queen's Own Yeomanry.
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Bielby Lawley – 3rd Lord Wenlock. Colonel in Chief East Riding of Yorkshire Imperial Yeomanry
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Lt. Colonel J.B. Stracey-Clitherow C.B.E., TD. (1853-1931). He was
appointed as second-in-command to Lord Wenlock in 1903 and
commanded the East Riding Yeomanry from 1907 to 1912.

The Band
It is recorded that the regiment's official band was formed in 1907,
the strength of the band being increased by seventeen members
of the brass band of Thomas Wilson, Sons, and Co. The musicians
appear to have 'been dressed like the men, with lancer tunics and
staff pattern forage caps, but with heavy epaulettes of twisted
cord, possible red'. N.B. In May 1940 the bands instruments were
lost 'somewhere in France', however they were retrieved by a
Frenchman who hid them from the occupying troops throughout
the occupation of France, he returning the instruments to the
regiment during the liberation of his country in 1944
The Officers Full Dress Uniform
The following details relating to the full-dress uniform of this
regiment, designed in 1906, are based on information contained
in the most detailed article entitled 'The East Riding Yeomanry
(Wenlock's Horse) 1902-47 by Major Roy Wilson that appeared in
Military Modelling Magazine in April 1983, the same authors book
entitled 'Yeomanry of the East
Riding',
and
written
correspondence from Roy
Wilson to the authors.
The Lance Cap -Skull, Sides
and Top
Dimensions approximate to
those given in the Dress
Regulations of 1900 for
officers of regular lancer
regiments. The upper part of
the skull is referred to as
being light grey ribbed cloth
(however many appear to be
light blue) with gilt metal
strips covering the four
angles, the top of the cap
being covered with black
patent leather, with gilt metal
leaf
pattern
ornaments
covering the four corners. The
upper cloth section has also
been described as being in
French grey. The majority of
these that turn up at Auction
are actually a light blue.
Provenance
Stuart
Bates,
Custodians Cathey, and Rex
Brimage
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To the upper left front of the ribbed cloth section, a unique pattern silvered metal rose of Yorkshire as
illustrated, secured to the ribbed cloth section of the cap by means of two small 'looped' nuts, with to the
upper rear of the rose, a flat oblong socket into which was inserted the 'stem' of the plume. Within the skull,
positioned behind the Yorkshire rose, a metal 'wing bolt' to secure the plume stem in place.
The actual skull was covered with black patent leather. Having a gilt metal band of acanthus design, being
approximately half an inch wide around the waist of the cap. The unadorned peak was also of black patent
leather, having a gilt metal binding, three sixteenths of an inch wide.
The Lance Cap Plate
The gilt metal plate of standard shape and size carried the Royal Cypher of ER VIl surmounted by a King's
pattern crown. Below the cypher and crown, the 'running fox', below which was a tripartite scroll bearing
'East Riding of (left), ' Yorkshire' (centre), and 'Imperial Yeomanry' (right). Immediately above the left scroll
was a spray of laurel leaves, with a spray of palm leaves immediately above the right scroll, with a small
'Yorkshire' rose beneath the centre scroll.

Edward VII 22/1/1901 to
6/5/1910
The crown, cypher, fox, scroll, and rose were all in silvered metal and it is confirmed that this pattern of plate
was comprised of six separate pieces, they being (1) the gilt plate, (2) the crown, (3) the Royal Cypher, (4) the
running fox, (5) the Yorkshire rose, and (6) the wreath/title scroll. The five silvered overlay pieces were
attached to the gilt rayed backing plate with copper wire.
The Ear Rosettes, Chin chain and Hook
A gilt metal lion head boss to the right side of the cap, having a closed ring positioned on the lion's chin to
which is secured the three-quarter inch wide gilt metal chin chain,
mounted on black patent leather, and backed with black velvet.
To the left side of the cap, a similar gilt metal lion head boss
having a gilt metal hook secured to its chin, onto which
is secured the loose end of the chain. To the rear of the
waist of the skull, a gilt metal ring and hook secured
to a gilt metal four petalled leaf, onto which was
attached the cap-lines and the loose end of the chin
chain, as and when required.
The Head Lining, Plume, and Cap-Lines
The head lining is of tan leather, with the upper section
of crimson silk.
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The plume was of French grey (although bluer in actual colour) over white swan feathers, measuring fourteen
inches in the front, and seven inches behind (from the bend of the feathers), having a gilt metal ring to the
centre 'crown' of the plume. The plume was set within a gilt metal plume socket, comprised of a corded ball
beneath five upright leaves
Regiments unique silvered Yorkshire rose pattern
plume boss.

The cap-lines were of gold gimp and orris as
described in the dress regulations, and encircled
the waist of the cap once, and were then passed
around the body of the wearer and looped up on
the left breast.
The Tunic, Overalls and Accoutrements
The most impressive tunic was of maroon cloth,
the plastron, piping to the outer seam of the
sleeves, the rear seam, and the shoulder straps
all being in the regimental facing colour of light
blue, complete with gilt regimental pattern
buttons 'bearing a scroll inscribed 'East Riding of
Yorkshire', and within the scroll a crown and fox,
and below the letters IY'. Gilt metal running fox
collar badges were also worn, with the collar and
cuffs being in the facing colour and adorned with
gold lace. There exists an officer’s pattern full
dress tunic having gold twisted shoulder cords,
this tunic being reserved for levee dress.
The girdle was of gold lace having two crimson silk stripes, with the sword slings also of gold lace (not having
a silk stripe), being backed with red Morocco leather.
The overalls were of dark blue cloth having a light blue stripe down each outer seam, worn with black
wellington boots and steel spurs.
The shoulder belt of gold lace (lace design No 53 of Dress Regulation 1900) being without a central stripe,
backed with leather, with the buckle, tip, and slide in gilt metal. The pouch of black patent leather, the flap
of the pouch bearing a gilt crown, with beneath, a gilt metal running fox on a silver-coloured scroll bearing
"Forrard'. White buckskin/doeskin wrist gloves were worn, and the 1896 cavalry officers pattern sword with
gold sword knot, and steel scabbard completed the uniform. The word "Forrard" is taken from the hunting
term 'Hark forrard.
The Other Ranks Full Dress
The rank and file wore a 'maroon staff pattern forage cap, with light blue piping around the edge of the cap
and on the quarter welts', and a pale blue cap band, worn with the regimental cap badge. Maroon cloth,
lancer style tunic, 'the collar, cuffs, and shoulder strap were light blue, and there was light blue piping down
the front of the tunic, round the skirts, down the rear seam and on the pocket flaps. Collar badges were only
worn by senior N.C.O.'s (these had the scroll added below (the fox) at the same time as the cap badge was
changed. Yellow cap-lines, the girdle of light blue with maroon stripes, overalls of dark blue cloth with a single
blue cloth stripe, worn with black wellington boots. There is no record of the other ranks of this regiment
wearing the full-dress lance cap.
Reference
ROWE David J. J. CARMAN Y William Head Dress of the British LancersPp180-187
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Meeting Topics
All members are reminded and encouraged to bring along items for display. If you don’t like the topic
categories on the night, no problem, pick your own, if it is over 100 years old, we would love to see it. *
Note: All ammunition, loose or packeted / boxed, must be securely contained to prevent handling.

Calendar of Topics
Note: Display topics may change as required to accommodate special requests.
Meeting

June
July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February

CONTINENTS

SPECIALIST INTEREST

EVENTS

Caribbean

Helmets and Head Dress

Crimea

Islands

Japanese

Boxer Rebellion

Central America

Edged Weapons

Napoleonic

Armour and Shields

Revolutions &
Rebellions

Curiosa

Civil Wars

Hunting & Sport

Zulu & Boer Wars

Accoutrements, Badges
& Buttons

Great Sea Battels

Loading tools and Flasks

Ashanti, Egypt, and the
Sudan

Uniforms

Northwest Frontier

Police, Bushrangers,
Outlaws, Gangsters, &
Pirates

Indian Mutiny

Medals, Awards,
Presentation & Coats of
Arms

WWI

Firearms, Cannons, and
Artillery

Military Blunders

https://www.worldatlas.com/we
bimage/countrys/carib.htm

https://www.worldatlas.com/we
bimage/countrys/camerica.htm

South America
https://www.worldatlas.com/con
tinents/south-america.html

North America
https://www.worldatlas.com/we
bimage/countrys/na.htm

Oceania
https://www.worldatlas.com/we
bimage/countrys/au.htm

Africa
https://www.worldatlas.com/we
bimage/countrys/af.htm

Middle East
https://www.worldatlas.com/we
bimage/countrys/me.htm

Asia

https://www.worldatlas.com/we
bimage/countrys/eu.htm

Australia
April

May

Anything in
your
collecting
interest
over 100
years old.
You Choose,
Surprise us

https://www.worldatlas.com/we
bimage/countrys/as.htm

Europe
March

OVER 100
YEARS

https://www.worldatlas.com/ma
ps/australia

Disputed Territories
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HAS Member Business Directory
Member Ben Smith

Member Dave Wright

ANTIK PURVEYORS OF THE OLD & UNUSUAL

Militaria & Collectables is located at 6a
Shepperd Street, Ballarat, 3350,
Victoria Australia. Ph: 03 5338 4377
Email:
djwright@ncable.net.au

202 Grant Street. Golden
Point Victoria 3350,
Australia 03 5331 8268
mailbag@antik.net.au

https://www.davewrightmilitaria.com.au/

www.antik.net.au

Member John Grasso

Member Jack Langley

Nihonto Australia is
dedicated to offering
genuine, authenticated
antique Japanese
swords, fittings, and art.
http://www.samuraigalleryaustralia.com/
sister site - www.nihonto.com.au

Email: jacksmedals@bigpond.com
Ph: 61 2 9871 8015 Mob: 0418 527 837
Rear 355
North Rocks
Road NSW
2151

https://www.facebook.com/samuraigalleryaustralia

Member Scott Edwards

Members Cathey & Rex Brimage

NAKED ARMY
LIMITED

Past Glories Antique
Swords & Militaria

Recognised Defence Supplier
1190286, Military Sculptures,
Model Kits etc
scottedwardssculpture.net
TOLLFREE 1800 731 490

Ph: 04 1364 3820

Member Jason Benardout

Member Roland Martyn

Lobethal Curios, Antiques & Collectables Adelaide Hills
122 Main St, Lobethal SA 5241

Australian Arms Auctions

0411 495 272
shop is open
Sat to Mon
12noon till
4.00pm

https://antiqueswords.com.au/

Roland Martyn 61 3 9848 7951
or 0428 543 377
P.O. Box 1142 Doncaster East
Vic. Australia 3109
Email: admin@australianarmsauctions.com
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Member John Lehoczy
‘Steel and Shot’
Authentic
Antique Arms

Member Aldo Sbrissa

A wide range of antique
arms is offered, most of which are on consignment
from other collectors.
Website steelandshot.com.au
Email infor@steelandshot.com.au
MOB 0412 545 592

Member Kerri Neven
THE DRAWN GUN

Member Mark Cloke

Original Drawings and Prints
Commissions Accepted
Contact the Artist:
Kerri Neven
0411414725

Email: Mark.Cloke@oldswords.com

www.thedrawngun.com

https://oldswords.com/

Members Tony & Frances Willis
offering for sale fine quality antique
British and European arms and armour,
plus related antiquarian objects.
Ph:07542 926011
info@albanarms.com

Member Runjeet Singh

Email: info@runjeetsingh.com
https://www.runjeetsingh.com

Crimson Mist Military Antiques

HAS Member Danny Watson
HAS Member Robert Corlett
info@broadswordantiques.com
https://www.broadswordantiques.com/

located in Toowoomba Qld.
crimsonmist@bigpond.com
Ph: 0746-370-536
Mobile: 0407-643-776
Overseas Ph: 617-463-70536
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HAS Member Dr Tom Lewis OAM HAS Member Andrew Garcia

MILITARY HISTORIAN
Email: talewis@bigpond.com
PHONE 0434 999 778
Purchase in print book at:
https://www.bigskypublishing.com.au
/?s=Dr+Tom+Lewis

Antique Armor LLC
7242 SW 42 Terr
Miami Fl. 33155
Email: armor4sale@aol.com
https://antiquearmor.com/

British soldiers, Crimean War
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LIKE WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN,
NOT A MEMBER,
WHY NOT JOIN NOW!
CONSIDER THIS AN OFFICIAL INVITE - VISIT HERITAGE ARMS

Online - https://heritagearmssa.com/

Our next meeting is on Friday 17th June 2022
Lutheran Church Hall 57-59 Botting Street
(Corner of Osborne St) Albert Park SA.
If you would like a complementary Magazine, just email us at
heritage.arms.society@gmail.com

DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FORM TODAY FROM
https://heritagearmssa.com/documents-forms/
Cat -1 Heritage Arms Application form-200k from Adelaide or Interstate
Cat -1a Heritage Arms Application form-Overseas PayPal or Direct Debit
Cat 2&3 Heritage Arms Application form-South Aust Resident
Cat 2&3b Heritage Arms Application Family Membership form-South Aust Resident
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