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The Society has formal meetings on the last Wednesday of the month, except 
December, January and February.  
Special meetings are held in November and February, refer later newsletter. 
 

VENUE- Sebastopol RSL, Corner of Beverin St and Birdwood Ave.  
July meeting - Doors open at 7.00pm.  Meeting starts at 7.30pm.   
 

NOTE: New meeting start time of 7.30pm (formerly 8.00pm). 
 

Visitors and potential new members are always welcome.  
Membership inquiries (03) 5342 4433 or Email (below) 

___________________________ 

 

Our collecting interests include: - Military & Sporting Long-arms; Black powder 
Firearms; Collectable Handguns; All Edged Weapons & Knives; Ammunition and 
Ordnance; Badges; Medals; Uniforms; Maps; Books and Documents, General 
history. We are also an Approved Shooting Organisation (Hunting and Target) 
under the 1996 Victorian Firearms Act 

_____________________________________ 
 

"‘Fusillade’ is the bi-monthly newsletter of the Society 
Editor - Graeme Davenport 

PO Box 1210 BAKERY HILL 3354. 
Ph 0438 049 880. Leave a message or send a text.  

E-mail - baamcs@activ8.net.au 
 Website - www.ballaratarms.com.au 

Next newsletter closing date is 5th November 2023  
Opinions within these pages are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Society . 

 __________________________________________ 
 

 

Society Meeting Details 
VENUE -  Sebastopol RSL, see above 

 
                                           

September 27 -    General Meeting  & Film “Deadline Gallipoli - The First   Casual-
ty of War is the Truth”  100 mins running time 
 

October 25 - General Meeting & speaker Ian Simpkin “Ballarat Stories From 
the Shrine” 
 

October 29 - (Sunday)  Visit to Ranger Barracks Military Museum, Ring Rd, 
Alfredton at 10.00 am 

     



 

President’s Despatch 
   
Welcome Members, 
 

         On the 31st of August our AGM was held at the Sebastopol RSL. As a result of 

the elections held on the night we have a new Secretary elect, Graeme Standen. 

Thanks Graeme for taking this position on. With the change in Secretary, the Society 

sees a significant “changing of the guard”. With over 3 decades of service to the So-

ciety the majority being in the Secretary’s chair, Nick has shown dedication of the 

highest level. On behalf of the members, I thank Nick for his commitment and pas-

sion for all these years. I would also like to thank the outgoing Committee for all 

their assistance throughout the year and I look forward to working with the new 

Committee. 
 

 Recent claims have come to light where a Victorian parliamentary inquiry into rec-

reational native bird hunting will recommend the complete banning of duck hunting 

in Victoria from 2024. Strong opposition has been voiced as previously reported by 

numerous building industry unions. Claims that this will bring us into line with the 

majority of the other states in the country are far from correct. Currently as stated 

on the GMA website 4 of the 7 states still allow duck hunting. This, if my math is cor-

rect leaves 3 states where duck hunting is banned. Far from “the majority”. It is rec-

ommended that hunters make contact with their sitting member of parliament and 

express their views. Every voice however small helps. 
 

 With just over a month till our Arms & Militaria fair at the Ballarat showgrounds, I 

encourage members to put the dates in their diaries. To be held over the weekend 

of the 14th and 15th of October we will require support from members in the setup 

of tables, bumping in of dealers, operating the fair, bumping out of the dealers and 

packing up. Please make the effort to support your fair. Any assistance you can pro-

vide will be greatly appreciated. 
 

 As has now become a habit I watched the Rock Island Auction House’s auction held 

in August. One of the standout lots was an exhibition quality, master engraved, gold 

and silver inlaid Smith & Wesson Model 53 United States bicentennial double action 

revolver, gifted to Elvis Presley. Not only being a work of art in its own right, this 

revolver has substantial documentation to prove its pedigree making it even more 

desirable. Predicted to go for $60k to $90k, it eventually sold for over $199 000.  



 

With auctions in mind, Australian Arms Auctions will hold a 2 day auction on the 9th 

and 10th of September. Always worth a look with an excellent range of firearms, 

edged weapons and militaria. 

 A usual our monthly meeting will be at the Sebastopol RSL on the last Wednesday of 

the month, this being 27th of September. Please make an effort to attend as this is 

where the business of the Society is conducted. Remember, the Society is for the 

members and the members make the Society. I hope to see many of you there. 
 

Yours in Collecting, 

          Andrew Day 

Editorial 

I must also offer warm congratulations to Nick Smith on his outstanding  service and 
commitment to the Society for over 30 years as Secretary and President, and look 
forward to working with Graeme Standen in the future. Nick will continue on as the  
main point of contact and show organiser until our Arms and Militaria fair has con-
cluded before Graeme takes up the full Secretary role. Nick will then become a gen-
eral committee member. There may be changes to email contact details, stay tuned. 
 

I am told that we now have slightly over 200 tables booked for our show and it looks 
like it will be another successful event. As Andrew mentioned, we need as many 
members as possible to help with set-up on Friday from about 12 noon (and earlier 
if you can make it) and pack-up on Sunday afternoon. The more people that help, 
the quicker we get it done. 
 

I and a few other members attended the Golden City Collector’s Militaria and Col-
lectables Show in Bendigo on the 26th and 27th August. This was a great show and 
really well attended - it was quite crowded when I was there on Saturday morning. 
The Multisports complex was a fantastic venue, I just wish Ballarat had something 
similar available.  
 

Recent events within the National Shooting Council  have been interesting to say the 
least, with 2 directors resigning. There has been very little information forthcoming 
since then and it is hoped that the NSC can continue to hold Licencing Departments 
and Governments to account over some bad decisions. Stay tuned to this one. 
 

It is proposed to have a Society visit to the Ranger Barracks Military Museum in Ring 
Road, on Sunday 29th October at 9.30am. All members welcome, parking available. 
 

 

    Graeme 



 

 

 



 

  

History of the Barlow Knife (A Brief Overview 1670-2022) 
By Kevin Coleman 

Part 2 
 

According to some sources the Barlow knife was the most produced knife pattern 
over the last 100 years or so, compared to any other style of pocketknife. Whilst the 
original knives, as stated, were very basic, over recent years they have become 
better finished with 440 Stainless Steel blades (compared to carbon steel), which are 
highly polished, and the scale materials have become more varied and better fin-
ished. 
 

As with most of the Barlow story, exact dates have been debated, as is the case with 
the introduction of the Granddaddy Barlow or Daddy Barlow. It seems from what I 
can ascertain the Granddaddy Barlow was first produced c1900. This pattern is 5 
inches closed with a 4-inch clip point blade. The scale material varies between the 
different manufacturers. 
 

Shown below are three modern examples of the original two blade pattern Barlow, 

c1960 to the present, together with the Granddaddy Barlow or Daddy Barlow, single 

blade as it is often referred to. 

The above plate, photos top to bottom. 
 

The first is a two-blade pattern which is the same as the original basic design except 
the scales are Saw Cut Delrin compared to bone or wood. This knife dates to c1960 
and is the same as the author’s everyday carry. The Barlow trademark is on the bol-
ster. 



 

The second example is by American firm Rough Rider. It has stag horn scales and 
440 Stainless Steel blades which are highly polished. The Rough Rider trademark is 
on the scales which can vary depending on the date of the knife. 
 

The third Barlow is also by Rough Rider, again with 440 Stainless Steel and polished 
blades with this knife having composite scales. This example has their horseshoe 
trademark on the bolster. 
 

Granddaddy Barlow by Rough Rider, again a modern variant of the pattern intro-

duced c 1900. This example has their two different style trademarks, one on the 

tang the other on the bolster. The scales are ram horn. 

 

How to tell an original from the new Barlow’s 
 

As the Barlow knives have been around for some 330 years and with the many man-
ufacturers using the Barlow trademark or style, telling the old from the new is one 
of the challenges facing a collector. 
 

Centre pin 
 

Again, I have read various reviews on how to tell an early Barlow knife. I always ad-
vise collectors to do their own research, and this is no different. According to some 
sources one of the main points to look at is the location of the centre pin.  
 

Original Barlow 
 

The centre pin can help tell you if the knife is an old model, commemorative knife or 
simply a replica. The old Barlow’s have the centre pin in the middle of the scale and 
are steel not brass. However, I am not sure this holds true in all cases. 
 

If you have a close look at the “Original Barlow’s“ above, the centre pins are NOT in 
the centre, whereas the centre pin on the c1935 Taylor’s Eye Witness is in the Cen-
tre. The Barlow shown above by John Russell has a Centre pin in the centre.  
 

The plate below shows two Barlow’s, the top example by Taylor’s Eye Witness and 
the bottom by I*XL. (Wolstenholme). 
 

Reviewing a Southern & Richardson Ltd leaflet of 1935 printed for a Sydney based 

importer or retailer, the example by Taylor Eye Witness, would date this Barlow 

knife to c1930s.  The next example marked I*XL also dates to c1930 based on an 

I*XL catalogue of the 1930s. 



 

This photo is reproduced courtesy of Lawrie Wilson, author of the CASK 
(Collectable Antique Sheffield knives) Web page. 

This example is a Barlow knife by Southern and Richardson with white bone scales 

dating to 1935. The steel pin is in the centre. 
 

As stated, there appears to be some variations where the centre pin is located on 
old Barlow’s. If you also look at the example of the Furness knife and the I*XL knife 
above the pins are steel, but the Centre pin is not in the centre of the scales. The old 
saying, there are exceptions to every rule. 
 

Barlow replicas 
 

The centre pin is not in the middle of the scale, usually closer to the bolster and 

made of brass. 



 

 

This Barlow is the author’s every day carry knife c1960s with Delrin scales. 
 

As a footnote, Delrin started to be used around early 1960. Hence this is another 
way of assessing the age of Barlow knives. 
 

Commemorative Barlow’s 
 

These knives are generally made to the same specifications as the original. The only 
way to tell them apart from an original is by the wear and tear and patina. 
 

General comments 
 

Some of the other factors to look for are: Are the blades made of Carbon Steel or 
Stainless Steel? The more modern Barlow’s are stainless steel which are very highly 
polished.  
 

The scale material with the modern Barlow’s vary from saw cut Delrin to Stag Horn 
and a composite material whereas the originals seem to be mainly bone, horn or 
wooden. 
 

Tang and bolster markings are also important, and this is where collectors need to 
do their research to get a handle on the various markings of the period.  
Finally, whilst stating the obvious look at the patina of the knife and any old cata-
logues to try and verify the age of the knife. 
 

Author’s Notes 
 

As a collector I have been searching for an original Barlow (1700s) for some years 
without success. Whilst only by word of mouth, I have heard from several sources in 
America that originals (English) are hard to come by since the Barlow knives were 
well used and very often rather than throw them out, the parts were used for other 
purposes. Given that many early colonists where farmers, trappers and the like, the 
reason given for their apparent rarity may have some merit. 
 

I have endeavoured to use reliable references to write this brief overview on the 
Barlow Knives. There has been so much misinformation written about the Barlow’s 
including incorrect names, titles, and dates. 
Therefore, I must close with the term E & OE. 
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Upcoming Events 2023: 
See www.ballaratarms.com.au/newsandevents for further details, auction flyer 
links and websites.  

 

9th & 10th September: Australian Arms Auctions #60  
 

The Auction 60 catalogue will be available late August, in print to subscribers & 
loaded onto Donington Auctions Website. A “catalogue online” advice will be sent 
to you when its available to view online. 
 

Roland Martyn (61) 0428 54 33 77  
Cheryl Martyn - Admin: (61) 03 9848 791  
Website: www.australianarmsauctions.com  
Email: admin@australianarmsauctions.com  
 

14th & 15th October: Eureka Arms & Militaria Fair, Ballarat  
 

Old Ballarat Showgrounds, cnr Howitt St and Creswick Rd, Ballarat. 
For details and table bookings, contact Nick Smith on (03) 5342 4433 or email: 

baamcs@activ8.net.au  
 

Front Cover Illustration 
 

Ballarat’s beautiful Arch of Victory monument at the start of The Avenue of Honour 
(which identifies and commemorates all Ballarat and district soldiers who served in 
World War 1). And below, as it was in the 1930s with the captured German Howitz-
er  trophy guns alongside.  One gun was rudimentarily “restored” by the City of Bal-
larat and donated to the Ballarat RSL where it sits at Midlands Golf Course. The oth-
er gun  languishes sadly in parts at the Council Depot in Ring Road. 
 

https://www.ballaratarms.com.au/_files/ugd/8427f6_c0e7d6f6ce514bc18259bedc6a610333.pdf
mailto:baamcs@activ8.net.au


 

Advertisements: 
These ads are free, but need to be kept up to date: ballaratarms.com.au/contact-us   
 

R.F.Scott & Co.  910  Howitt St, Wendouree. Sporting Guns, Rifles, Ammo, Gun Cases, 
Black powder & accessories.  phone /fax (03) 5331 7111 bh.                                   
 
H. REHFISCH & Co P/L Guns, Fishing, Archery, Gun safes, clothing, etc.                                           
903 La Trobe St, Ballarat. 53313677   

ANTIK, Purveyors of the old and unusual.  Militaria and Old Wares shop.   
At the roundabout and opposite the "Grapes Hotel" 202 Grant St, cnr Humfray St South   
(03) 53318268  
 

Dave Wright Militaria and Collectables. Buying and selling Militaria. Sheppard St, Balla-
rat, Vic 3350. (rear of Dan Murphy’s bottle shop, between Mair and Curtis Sts).  Ph 
0353384377. Open Tues to Friday 9am to 5pm.  Sat 9am to1pm.  
Email  djwright@ncable.net.au. Web www.davewrightmilitaria.com.au 
 

For all your Private gun and parts ads, try “Universal Used Guns.com.au” 
www.universalusedguns.com.au 
 

Ozgunsales for all your online gun purchases and sales - www.ozgunsales.com 
 

Everything outdoors.  “online only” site. Has a Firearms category.  
Is a Local Ballarat site www.everythingoutdoors.com.au  ph 0497 656 999  
 

Wanted: WW2 Australian artillery & anti-aircraft ordnance - fuzes, shells and cartridge 
cases. Particularly 3.7” & 3” 20 cwt AA. Graeme Davenport, Ballarat 0438 049 880. 
 
 

————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Any transfer of ownership of licensable firearms advertised in this newsletter must be 
completed through a Licenced Gun Dealer. The 28 day cooling off period applies for a 
first purchase. 
 

Please keep your Postal, Residential, e-mail addresses and phone numbers up to date, 
with the Society. Thank you. 
 

Members are  reminded if they change ANY of their address details, storage address , contact home /
mobile number, they MUST advise LRD in writing, or Fax, within 7 days.   Not to do so is an offence! 
 

 

ALWAYS send documents to LRD via REGISTERED POST. Use EXPRESS or PRIORITY 
MAIL if you’re unsure if your documents will arrive in time. 
And ALWAYS make copies of those documents for your files 

 

LRD - Call 1300 651 645 - Mon-Wed-Frid, 10am-2pm  
Postal Address - GPO Box 2807AA, Melbourne 3001  

Email - lrd@police.vic.gov.au 
 

http://www.everythingoutdoors.com.au

