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E-GAZETTE MK II* 

EDITORIAL 
If you are contemplating writing or talking to your MP about the Police proposed Regulations for 
Shooting Clubs and Ranges, here are some points you may choose to make, supplied by COLFO: 

• The Police have written 50 pages of discussion on regulations without once citing a 
problem that needs fixing 

• The regulations claim to make clubs safer, but no one has been accidentally shot at any 
range or club for years. In contrast, Police have had a number of injuries in firearm 
training.  

• The regulations go beyond the powers given to Police in the Arms Act 
• Clubs are safe, experienced community groups, and a major institution for education on 

firearms safety. There should be more of them, but these regulations will reduce their 
number. 

• Ranges are safe places where people learn to shoot well and safely. There should be more 
of them, but these regulations will result in fewer.  

• The fees charged to meet the regulations will cost clubs a substantial part of their members 
subs – which will result in clubs closing 

• The responsibilities placed on volunteer officials will discourage people being officials, 
which will result in clubs closing 

• The forms and checks required will discourage club officials from their roles, which will 
result in clubs closing 

• We need more clubs and ranges as they are the best place to train in firearm safety and 
skills, and for firearm owner sociability, which all improves public safety 

• The regulations banning under 16s from clubs and ranges will prevent youth education on 
firearms safety in high-use, rural areas and schools. 

• The proposals will prevent firearms safety training in community-run initiatives. 

All the best, Phil 
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UP COMING EVENTS 

2022   Please send me your event dates 
1 May   South Canterbury Branch Auction, Timaru.  

7 & 8 May  Wellington Branch Auction, Upper Hutt. 

4 & 5 June  Ted Rogers Militaria Auction, Paraparaumu  

11 June  Northland Branch Gun Show, Whangarei 

11 June  Carvell’s Auction, Auckland 

18 June  Canterbury Branch Auction, Christchurch 

6 August  Ruahine Arms Fair, Palmerston North 

20 & 21 Aug  Militaria Show, Tauranga  

3 September  Ruahine Branch Auction, Palmerston North 

17 September  Northland Branch Auction, Ruakaka 

29 & 30 October Sika Show, Hamilton 

29 October  Canterbury Branch Auction, Christchurch  
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CAN YOU HELP 

I’m looking for this rifle in the photo any members may recognize it? Anyone who knows 
any info about this can email me lazman243@gmail.com , this rifle may have belonged to 
my grandfather  "Rex Mantell" of "Seymour Industries" but i'm not too sure as to its full 
story. This photo was found among some of his things.

Thank you for your time ,
Larry Mantell  (Canterbury Branch)  

Boffers at Hokitika RSA  
contributed by Tony McKinnon. 
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FROM THE GUN ROOM by Andrew Edgcombe 

 Adrienne and I did a quick dash to Kawhia over the weekend and stopped on the way 
through Mokau to look at the old cannon outside the museum. 

Mokau is famous for its German Mine which has resided near the main road through 
town for generations. Some may not be aware that the Tainui Museum (opposite the 
public toilets) has a wonderful example of a Gunade, the origins of this item seem to be 
unknown, although it has certainly been weathered by exposure to salt spray or time in 
the sea evidenced by flaky rust scale covering the gun. The gun itself would respond well 
to a little preservation work and it certainly needs it. 

The Gunade, like most is rather a squat artillery piece which has a huge bore The bore 
diameter is around 127mm or 5.16 “and would have fired 18 lb shot. 

Gunade or Carronade? Gunade and Carronade are very similar in style, the difference 
being how they are mounted, generally a Gunade has trunnions for mounting and a 
Carronade has a mounting loop on the underside of the barrel. Essentially the Gunade is 
a cross between a Carronade and a regular cannon. This style of gun originated in 
Scotland where the first Carronades were made by the Carron Iron Company in 1778 
(hence the Carronade name). The advantage of these smaller guns was lower cost 
compared to a full-size cannon; they could fire the same shot as larger cannon but at a 
reduced range. Most warships of the early 19th century had carronades on their main 
decks, this was a very popular style of gun. The Gunade appeared around the late 18th 
Century and was used up until approximately the 1840’s. This is indeed an interesting 
and historic piece. Check it out when you next pass through Mokau. 
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MY BRITISH SEA SERVICE WEAPON COLLECTION By John Carter 
Part Two 

1770 Pattern Sea Service Musketoon 

I have a Sea Service Musketoon  with a 22 ¾  inch (57.5cm) flared steel barrel  which is fitted 
with a rowlock so that it could be used as a swivel gun from the bow of a boat or taffrail. Quite 
Rare  

The lock is similar to a Brown Bess lock marked 
Tower and Georgian crown and cypher. Heavy brass 
trigger guard and flat brass butt plate, no ramrod tail 
pipe. Purchased from a deceased friend who acquired 
it from a Melbourne auction, I had another one, 
acquired from the same source, but this one was in 
better order so I up graded. These were said to have 
come to Australia with the first fleet  

Pictures of the above three weapon for comparison 

"  
Note the typical flat butt plates, the heavy bulbous trigger guards and the side plates. 
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Two other flintlock weapons for close in fighting or when boarding another ship are:- 

1776 pattern Sea Service Musketoon 

Smaller in muzzle size than the previous one, but the large military Brown Bess style lock 
manufactured by ‘Lacy & Co – London’, is 7.5 inches long, and slightly banana shaped. The steel 
flared barrel is just over 18 inches in length, and has early British proof and view marks  The 
muzzle measures 1.5 inches across. The brass furniture is fairly basic with the trigger guard having 
a sea service style bulbus end. The trigger itself is suspended in wood (ie: no trigger plate).The 
stock has a swelling by the ramrod rear pipe. 
I traded a Rigby Rook Rifle to an Irish colleague for this Musketoon at a gun show in Auckland 
1989.   

"  

Proof marks 
Musketoon > 
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1776 pattern Royal Foresters Light Dragoon Carbine 

This weapon is a shortened Royal Foresters Light Dragoon Carbine manufactured by ‘Thomas- 
London’ The barrel has been shortened to 15 inches. This also has a swelling by the rear ramrod 
pipe, and from what I can gather these weapons  were mainly carried on Merchant vessels as a 
preventative against boarding and mutinous crews, and used as a sawn off shotgun. Purchased at a 
Dunbar Sloan Auction  
Auckland NZ in 2003. 

BEFORE YOU LIST ON TRADEME 
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GRENADE LAUNCHER DISPLAY By Noel Taylor 

Recent Covid restrictions caused many different reactions in us all, a lot of mine was devoted to 
jobs and when they ran out or the motivation did so I turned to 
researching and writing of 15 articles on military matters for 
various publications, but I still had a niggle of how to display a 
couple of SMLE Grenade Launchers and avoid the 
complications of the rifle security with today’s legislation. 

A trip in August to the closing Tarawhiti Museum to help a 
mate from Hawks Bay recover a WWII Gun Quad chassis and 
parts he had won on Trade me had me looking around the 
displays. One was a series of bits recovered from the Kiln Road 
Lake near the old Hopuhopu Military Camp in the 1980’s. One 
item was a well distressed 15 inch barrel end section of a 
SMLE Mk III that had been guillotined.  

This got my practical Kiwi problem solving brain going and on 
the way home I recalled a conversation with a chap who had 
been experimenting with making reproduction stocks with 
failures being cut up for his winter fire. 

I contacted Geoff Mentor (phone 022 505 3006) who is now 
doing a great job with his reproduction stocks filling a gap in 
the market. He went and looked in his fire wood pile and 
dropped off some suitable wood (and many thanks) that needed 
finishing, staining and oiling followed by the fitting of parts to 
achieve my proposed display. Next was to assemble the parts 
and cut a well worn barrel to length, drill out and thread one end 
to take a M10 mounting bolt. During a freedom walk at Browns 
Bay I came upon council contractors renewing the beach Board 
Walk, they happily allowed me to take a few off cuts of the 
Australian hardwood to make a suitable heavy mounting base 
that with cutting, sanding and a bit of linseed oil rubbed in looked the part. 

Although grenade launchers can be traced back to the Brown Bess era, WWI and trench warfare 
gave rise to a large number of new grenades and their rifle launchers that included these two for 
the SMLE. 

The Cup No. 23 Rifle Grenade No1 Mk I, Steel for Rifles, Short, MLE, with sword-bayonets 
Pattern 1903 and 1907 fixed. Approved 7th July 1916 for use with Rodded Rifle Grenades under 
List of Changes (LoC) 17874, followed later by Discharger No1, 2 ½ inch for SMLE with No 36 
Grenade. LoC 19457 August 1917. 
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Left: Display stand with No 23 Rodded Grenade c/w sheet steel Discharger for the SMLE. 
The 23 is essentially an updated No 5 especially in the stronger Base Plug for Rod launching 
and the Leaver detail, it is very similar to the later 36. The Base Plug marked No 23 II 
(updated with and extra I for Mk IIII)/1917/Farrer. 

Right: Display stand with the later 2 ½ inch Discharger Cup and No 36 Grenade with Base 
Plate (Gas Check) marked OMCo 12/17 

Initial off cuts roughly assembled at concept stage without barrel in my study awaiting parts 
and stock finishing. 

To complete the display can anyone help with the correct off centre Sling Swivel? Please 
contact the writer via nj-taylor@outlook.com  
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REMINGTON LEE M1885 compiled by Phil Cregeen 

Introduced into NZ Service: 1887,    Withdrawn  1888  

Makers: E Remington & Son, Ilion NY 

Details of Arm: 

Calibre: .43 in Spanish, Rifling: 5 grooves RH twist, Barrel Length: 32 0in., OA Length: 52.0 in. .   
Weight 8 Lb 8 oz, 

 Action: Bolt with 5 round detachable box magazine.  

Sights: barleycorn foresight, leaf back sight 600 to 1200yds. bed 100 to 500yds. 

Ammunition:  0.43 Spanish 77 gr black powder and 395 gr projectile, 

Bayonet: Remington Socket LOA20.6 in. (524 mm), Blade 18.0 in.(437 mm), Socket 2.6 in (67 
mm), MRD 18.0 mm, No markings, Scabbard Pattern 1853 was used. 

Markings: Makers name and serial No on left receiver wall, NZ Issue marks on breech N^Z/87. 

  

       Top: Remington Lee M 1885 Service Rifle, Bottom: M 1885 cut down to carbine                              

" "  

 M 1885 Lee bolt action and detachable magazine, this version of magazine designed by L P 
Diss 
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The Remington Lee Service Rifle was based upon a design of James Paris Lee, a Scott who 
emigrated to Canada as a child and then moved to the USA. Lee entered into a relationship with E 
Remington & Sons to manufacture his rifles, the first military model being that of 1882. 
Improvements to the original design were undertaken by Lee and LP Diss resulting in the M 1885.  
Production of this rifle commenced in mid 1886, but by this time Remington was facing 
receivership and only about 5,500 rifles had been produced by April 1887 when production was 
halted.  Of this batch of rifles 500 were sold to New Zealand and a further 300 to Britain for trials, 
these latter rifles leading to the Magazine Lee Metford, following further design improvements at 
RSAF Enfield. 

New Zealand Service 

Reacting to a threat of attack by Russia in 1887 the Minister of Defence J B Balance placed an 
order with Messrs E Remington & Sons for 500 repeating rifles plus a spare magazine and 400 
rounds of ammunition for each and 100 bayonets. Remington passed the order on to the Lee Small 
Arms Co. who advised the New Zealand government that the rifles, taken from stock, were ready 
for shipping on 20 June 1887. The cost per rifle was 69 shillings and 8pence without bayonet 
74shillings and 6 pence with bayonet.  A subsequent order for a further 100,000 rounds of 
ammunition was also made. 

        

When the rifles arrived in New Zealand they were stamped N^Z /87 as above.  

100 rifles were sold to the Honorary Reserve Corp, 350 were loaned to the Rifle Association for 
12 months with an option to purchase and 50 retained in Government stores of which 12 to 15 
were reported sold by 25 November 1887. Very soon complaints were being received by the 
Defence Department about defects in the rifle and ammunition.  Split and stuck cases were 
reported as well as blow outs at the breech, causing damage to the rifle. In January 1888 the 
Chairman of the Rifle Association was asked to provide a report on the rifles and by the end of 
that month the Honorary Reserve Corp was instructed to return their rifles. On 6 April 1888 the 
Lee Small Arms Co were informed that the rifles had been withdrawn from service due to 
unreliable ammunition.  The company was asked to take the rifles back and four rifles and a 
quantity of ammunition was retuned and a refund was eventually negotiated. 

Most of the rifles remained in store until July 1907 when 340 Remington Lee Rifles were sold 
with Snider and Martini Henry rifles and carbines to an English firm and shipped to England. 
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The remaining rifles appear to have been sold off locally, many were converted to “carbine” 
length, with either a 26 inch barrel of 21.5 inch barrel, and whether this work was undertaken by 
Army armourers or gunsmiths in the trade is not clear.  

Forty one surviving examples have been recorded with serial numbers ranging from 41244 to 
44177. 

Two examples of NZ traders offering Remington Lee Rifles for sale early 1900s 

  

        Top Pattern 1853 Socket Bayonet, Bottom: NZ issue Remington Lee Socket Bayonet 

"       "  

   Comparison of ammunition: .577 Snider 1869, 577/450 Martini Henry 1885, .43 Spanish 
1887, .303 British 1898 
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SSANZ News April 2022 
PO Box 213, Queenstown. 9348

Tel: 021 142 6699  www.sportingshooters.nz  Follow us on Facebook 

Shooting Sports Faces its Biggest Challenge Ever
The recently published proposed Regulations for Clubs and Ranges in support of the 
Arms Legislation Act 2020 have the potential to devastate shooting sports in New 
Zealand. These Regulations that require all clubs to be approved and ranges certified by 
the Commissioner of Police appear to be attempting to fix a non existent problem. There 
is no evidence presented that shooting clubs pose a threat to public safety or indeed 
threaten the security of the establishment, nor do our shooting ranges have a record of 
accidents or injury to participants or members of the public.

If these proposed regulations proceed unchecked the cost and bureaucracy forced on 
volunteer club and range administrators will see many close as it becomes too difficult to 
comply. Further restrictions imposed include limiting the lower age at which young people 
may shoot at club events and the number of occasions non-licensed people may shoot 
under supervision, all of which will be detrimental to recruiting people to our sport.

There is no improvement to public safety in these regulation from what we have now, only 
a decline as the facilities for encouraging firearms safety within our communities is lost.

For these reasons it is vital that all licensed firearm owners make submissions to the 
police pointing out the flaws in the proposed regulations.

How to make your submission 

1. The Police website on the consultation is here: https://www.police.govt.nz/advice-services/
firearms-and-safety/what-do-i-need-know/new-firearms-laws-and-what-they-mean/consultation-
shooting-clubs-ranges-regulations 

2. Download the consultation document: https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/
discussion-document-shooting-clubs-and-ranges.pdf 

3. Download the submission questionnaire: https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/
publications/submission-form-clubs-and-ranges.docx 

4. Use the questionnaire to make your comments.  

5. Follow the COLFO Guide to choose topics you want to cover, to understand the rules, and what to say 
in response.  

a. You don’t have to submit on everything - just what is most important to you. If you only want 
to submit on clubs, answer questions 1 – 35.  

b. Introduce your club – write a paragraph explaining the number of members, and the variety 
of things you do over a typical year 

c. When you answer questions, be sure to first state whether you are for or against the 
proposal, then explain why, and give your club examples where relevant.  

d. Use your own words. If you have an example from your club, add it. Real world experience is 
essential. 
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6. The rules include new fees, such as for applications to be a club or range. Calculate the fees you will 
be charged, and contrast this with your club or range income – and include it in your response. 

7. Save the document and email it to consultation@police.govt.nz(link sends e-mail), or print the 
submission form and post it to: 
 
Firearms Policy Team 
Policy and Partnerships Group 
Police National Headquarters 
180 Molesworth Street, Wellington 6011  
PO Box 3017 

United We Stand 
All National Shooting Associations have come together to discuss the proposed 
regulations above and agreed on a united response, which has been shared with their 
respective clubs.  With input from many individual members it is believed that our 
combined expertise and experience will ensure sensible changes are made to what is 
proposed.

Call for Police Minister to Resign
Sporting Shooters Assn have called for the police minister to resign over what they see 
as total mismanagement of her role.

President, Chaz Forsyth, says the new rules and regulations under her watch are totally 
unmanageable for legal and licensed firearm owners, and the gangs continue to run riot.
“She is totally out of touch. The facts are there, gang violence is increasing. She says 
700 new Police have been put into fighting the gangs, but in reality, it is only 320.”

He goes on to point out that the gangs are importing their own weapons and are even 
making some. “Our borders are wide open and organised crime has guns pouring into the 
Country, and no-one is doing anything about it. They are even making guns in workshops 
and on 3D printers”

Forsyth adds that the gun laws that came into effect after the Christchurch massacre 
were simply knee jerk and to make our government look good in international eyes. “How 
will the surrendering of a huge range of legal guns stop someone who isn’t even a New 
Zealander committing such a terrible act?”

He says a register of all legal guns will not work either. “All that will do is give the Police 
more to do and cost the enthusiast more money. The minister has no idea about how the 
240,000 firearm owners already look after their guns and are dedicated to keeping them 
safe.”

To have a minister of Police who is so far out of touch is itself a crime, Forsyth says.
“She is there as a leader, not a figurehead. The Police having to implement the new laws 
and collect the new fees are already totally snowed under, let them do their job and let 
the hunters and sports folk enjoy their sport.”

The Police portfolio is a very important one and should be taken as such by the 
government. “Bottom line is, Poto Williams should resign the position and let someone 
who is competent take over.”
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Influencing Crucial Decision Making 
Subtitle:-Influencing Policy/Proposals at Conception by Infiltration 

An opinion by Tony Orman – intended to promote discussion and political 
action 
April, 2022 

 Most advocacies and lobby groups seem to ignore getting involved around the 
table where policies are formulated. 
 Policies are arrived at – in theory at least – by elected bodies be it political parties, 
governments, local government councils and democratic boards such as regional 
conservation boards. 
 But in almost every case a proposal is formed and then presented to the members 
or public for discussion and submissions. However in recent years, the submission 
process has become only a token nod to consultation. The course is set and unless 
opposition mushrooms, the proposal will almost certainly be adopted. 
 The “token nod to consultation” has become most marked over recent decades. 
This is reflected in the parliamentary select committee process where once a submitter 
was given almost unlimited time. In the 1970s and 1980s I made several submissions to 
parliament’s select committees. The submissions and question time varied in length from 
90 minutes to 60 and 45 minutes. 
 In the last 20 years years or so, submitters to a select committee have been limited 
often to just five minutes. 
 In one case (covid traffic lights) this year, government by-passed the select 
committee process. There was no public consultation. 
 Submissions may be made in some cases, against a policy or proposal. But a 
cynical observation, but not without strong suspicion, is that submissions are treated by 
politicians, bureaucrats and other decision makers as a nuisance and unlikely to overturn 
the original intention – unless the opposition grows and represents a significant and 
politically effective number of votes – a significant factor to politicians. 

Apathy 

 The other factor is public apathy born of indifference or disillusionment with the 
erosion of the democratic process. Too many cannot be bothered making a submission or 
joining the voice of opposition. So as earlier outlined, the course is set and because 
opposition does not mushroom, the proposal whether good or bad, will almost certainly 
be adopted. 
 Those participating in the token consultation, are on the back foot trying to 
overturn a policy or proposal. How much better to have been at the conception stage 
when a policy or proposal was initially mooted and to have input at that early stage. 
But as a result, of inaction born perhaps of naivety, lethargy, and/or inertia, there is a 
general unwillingness to get involved politically. 
 To reiterate, isn’t it far, far more preferable to get involved before policy or 
proposal is formulated, so that early influence may result in better decisions? 
 In the case of local government (i.e. regional, district or city council) this can be 
achieved by an advocacy nominating individuals at election time for election to council. 
Those individuals may be members of the advocacy – or individuals outside, deemed to 
be good candidates. 
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  Then if elected, those individuals have their “feet under the table” and are able to 
put forward viewpoints at the embryo stage as a potential policy/proposal is discussed. 
The result of being there at the start, should logically result in much more enlightened 
policy? 

 In the case of a political party, policy is often formulated by an annual conference 
considering remits from branches. A party member can put forward a remit idea at 
branch level and if adopted, it then goes to the party’s annual conference, debated and 
voted on. 
Only those who belong to a political party have this privilege. 

Oligarchy  

 Oligarchy is dictionary-described as “government in which a small group of people 
has the power.” 
 I was intrigued when a friend described to me the current system as “an oligarchy 
in which an elite minority of people have control of who is in government. The members 
of this elite minority (party members) are obviously getting what they want at the expense 
of the majority i.e. rest of the people.” The rest of the people decline to participate. 
 Isn’t the loss of democracy the people’s own fault for failing to be involved in 
politics? There is a conscious fear by many – too many – of getting involved in politics. It 
is naivety in the extreme.To those unrealistic people who continue to bleat that 
conservation, fishing, shooting and hunting and politics don’t mix I say that is precisely 
what governments, bureaucrats, corporates and others who pull the big strings, want you 
to believe.  
 Continue that negative attitude and the outdoor sports public does so at its peril. 
 In a sentence, politics and environment are nothing more and nothing 
less than cause and effect. 

 As was put to me, “The people (political party members) with the most influence in 
National and Labour decide policies or proposals for the rest of the populace. It would be 
so easy to change things if people just had the courage and will to become more involved 
in and aware of how the current system operates.” 
 The Labour Party, currently government, and virtually in a “First Past the Post” 
position, (yet ironically it is a MMP system), probably has only 12,000 members and 
perhaps less than 2,000 are actively involved.   
 It becomes an elite minority because of default by the majority. 

 That elite minority of influential party members and funders (donors that are 
listed but invariably are never made public) are getting their ideas developed into policy 
but the rest (the much, much greater majority who choose not to be involved) get very 
little in return for all the money they are forced to pay (i.e. taxes and/or rates). 

Political Donations 

 Referring to political party donations, in 2020 Radio NZ disclosed “one of the 
country’s biggest fishing companies, Talley’s, and its managing director donated nearly 
$27,000 to the New Zealand First Foundation, which has been bankrolling the New 
Zealand First Party. The foundation received $26,950 from seafood giant Talley’s and 
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from managing director Sir Peter Talley between 2017 and 2019, according to records 
viewed by RNZ.” 
 Stuff ran an article in August 2017 on political party donations. 
	 The first two paragraphs are worth noting:- “Ask Sir Peter Talley  if  his fishing 
company  is donating  to New Zealand First’s political campaign and he will say ‘no 
comment.’

	 “Try again and he’ll say, ‘Can’t you f…ing understand English?’ and hang up the 
phone.”

 The same Stuff article reported during the 2014 election that candidate donations 
showed Talley’s contributed $42,500 to the campaigns of nine candidates (mostly 
National) standing for regional seats. Three of these – Chester Borrows, Stuart Smith and 
Damien O’Connor (the only Labour recipient) – were members of Parliament’s Primary 
Industries Select Committee. Each received $5000. 
 The article said NZ First’s Shane Jones received donations but would not confirm 
who his donors were. 
 “Historically I have been supported by the fishing industry including Sealord 
and Talley’s. In my experience, I know of no instance where a political donor has been 
given a favour by an individual in parliament,”  Shane Jones was reported as saying. 
 Did Shane Jones think the journalist and the public were naive? 
  

Join and Participate 

 The obvious way to get sensible policies is for more and more ordinary working or 
retired, people to join and participate in one or other of the main political parties. Or in 
the case of local councils, be nominated at election time. 

 In the case of political parties, “join up, front up and infiltrate.” Attend the local  
monthly meetings.   Often there are less than 20 people there. As pointed out to me, 
“disrupt the PC/woke culture of these little groups, reform the political parties, select and 
support candidates that can be trusted to work for the common public good.” 

 The blame for bad policies sheets back to the big majority of people for their 
apathy to getting involved politically. The apathy results directly in hiring and 
employing the wrong people to serve us in government, be it Parliament or the local 
council. 
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 Apathy is almost a guarantee to poor government at whatever level. Apathy is 
commonplace. It’s plain to see.  
 General elections see about a million New Zealanders who do not vote or were 
even too disinterested to register as voters. They seem not to think or care about 
tomorrow and the legacy they leave to their children and grandchildren. They are short-
sighted because they only live for today and don’t consider tomorrow and their children 
and grand-children’s future.  
 Take a look at Fish and Game elections where in a number regions, not enough 
nominations are received to fill the council seats. Voting turnout by shooters and anglers 
is invariably woefully low. 

Promoting Ideology 

 There is an exception to the apathy by people and advocacy groups. It is the Forest 
and Bird society, an advocacy of well intent but often “wacky” ideas. 
 It’s national manager the late Kevin Smith, became senior advisor in Parliament to 
Ministers of Conservation. At the time of his death in August 2005, Minister of 
Conservation Chris Carter said   “For the past six years, Kevin served as a advisor to me, 
and the previous Minister of Conservation Sandra Lee. He was outstanding in this role, 
and much of the progress that has been made in conservation in recent years is due in no 
small part to his efforts.” 
 With all due respect, Kevin Smith for almost a decade was promoting Forest and 
Bird ideals and ideology to Ministers of Conservation. Kevin Smith – and Forest and Bird 
– could not be accused of apathy!  
 Forest and Bird have excelled in this infiltration. They are a major influence on the 
Department of Conservation, Conservation Boards and in political parties, particularly 
the Green Party and where ever they see opportunity to influence.  
 Organisations such as Fish and Game, national saltwater fishing, trout fishing and 
deer stalking organisations should follow the example of Forest and Bird and actively 
promote to regions/branches the idea of getting involved politically by making 
nominations to councils. 
 Local body elections are later this year. 
 Next year is the three yearly general election year. Policies are likely to be formed 
at the 2022 and 2023 conferences of parties. Groups should be encouraging key 
individuals to get involved in political parties. 
 One has to admire Forest and Bird’s zeal and activism.  
 In contrast the rifle, rod and gun organisations, are lethargic, mostly conspicuous 
by their absence.  
 Perhaps there are one or two exceptions? For example, have Fish and Game  
regions promoted the idea to licence holders or sought to put up candidates for the 
coming local body elections on a nation-wide scale? 
 Have deerstalking, trout fishing and recreational saltwater fishing organisations 
promoted the idea of “influence by infiltration” onto conservation boards, into political 
parties and any other areas of policy making, to member branches or clubs? 
 Some 25 years ago, Forest and Bird’s Kevin Smith realised the value of attaining 
major influence by way of infiltration, 
 The public outdoor sports sector have much leeway to make up.  
 But “better late than never.” 
 To delay meaningful involvement is not an option. 

�18



  
May 2022                  Newsletter of the New Zealand Antique & Historical Arms Association Inc. No 136

 The crisis with the environment and with both water and rivers, freshwater and 
saltwater fish and game resources, is urgent. 

Footnote: Tony Orman has been involved in several conservation battles and also 
general fish and game   advocacy since the “Save Manapouri” battle in the 1970s. He is a 
semi-retired farming journalist and author of 24 books mostly on outdoor subjects. 
  

                             
The message is clear - get political and get involved if 
you want change to firearm laws and also a return to 

full democracy. 

AN UNUSUAL GUN By Lex Serverinsen 

Rampart guns come in all sizes…even over 12 ft long.  
This is a rifled 4-bore with a 130” barrel. 
It’s much longer and heavier than the largest Punt Guns. 
I think the French Castle Armourer 
was bored, back in 1750…and said… 
“let’s make the biggest…” 

My wife said…. “ But what about the 
shipping ?” so alas…. it’s not mine.  
Sold for $10,000 to someone else… I 
wonder what His wife will say…

�19



  
May 2022                  Newsletter of the New Zealand Antique & Historical Arms Association Inc. No 136

MYSTERY OBJECT                   

Below right - Answers to oilyrag@xtra.co.nz  
Last month (below left), Steve Privett was first saying it is an 1856 Pioneer Sword and John Carter 
added the picture is of an army Pioneer sword of 1856, also of interest these were issued to the 
Royal Navy for use as a cutlass between 1894-1914. 

BUY SELL OR SWAP  
List items free for two issues (* indicates final listing)  

WANTED: magazine for a BSA Sportsman-Five
A sporting stock for a Lee Enfield doesn't have to look pretty.
Tim 0211013213  tann@xtra.co.nz

*WANTED - PISTOL MAGAZINES, Contact Graeme Champion 06 769 9608 
e-mail gchampion@xtra.co.nz 
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.22 Italian Beretta Model 71 S/A pistol 
magazine. 

Will take any quantity.  

.22 Weatherby Model  XXII S/A rifle 
magazine. 

Will take any quantity.
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